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Confidence 
LTHOUGH an important component of 
the British Transport Commission's 
undertaking, the railways, had a work- 
ing deficit of {27 million in 1957, £10 million 
more than in 1956, the Commission in its 
report for 1957 (made public on Friday of 
this week) does not qualify the confidence 
previously expressed as to the commercial 
future of British Railways and indeed of its 
whole undertaking. Other activities, includ- 
ing British Road Services, the bus undertak- 
ings, London Transport, ships, docks, inland 
waterways, hotels, catering services and 
property, produced a working surplus of over 
£23 million, so that this confidence is well 
supported. Under the arrangements outlined 
in the Government White Paper of October, 
1956, the B.T.C. plan for bringing its 
accounts into balance in 1961-62, a plan 
which allows time for railway modernisation 
and the new charges system to yield increased 
revenue, produced results not far short of 
expectations. The fact remains that despite 
the windfall of petrol rationing {63.5 million 
has been added to the loan this year and of 
the {250 million allocated by the Government 
{118 million has been used, leaving only 
{132 million for 1959-62. Grounds for 
optimism are the progress, often ahead of 
programme, made in the re-equipment and 
rehabilitation of the railways, which gave 
higher standards of speed, reliability and 
convenience for freight and passenger service 
for the year under review and in many direc- 
tions brought in substantially improved 
returns. Freight has nonetheless declined, 
but this is attributable in part to general 
economic conditions and depressing effects of 
the credit squeeze on trade. Obviously, also, 
the C-licensed road vehicle is also cutting 
more extensively into the diminishing volume 
of freight to be moved, as is mentioned in 
the brief review of B.T.C. activities published 
on page 3. 


Breaking New Ground 
ig is emphasised in the report that the 
Commission is breaking new ground in 
public transport (how did that foreign 
word “transportation” get into this para- 
graph of the report?). Modernisation is not 
merely placing large orders for new equip- 
ment; it involves solving technical problems 
and often we at home are ahead of the rest of 
the world in doing this. Faster freight ser- 
vices with reduced wagon stocks, for 
example, call for new methods of control and 
recording for which electronic data-processing 
systems are being studied. Intensive opera- 
tion of electric and diesel locomotives with 
small wheels running at higher speeds gives 
rise to new problems in track design. Original 
research has been called for in fitting con- 
tinuous brakes to freight wagon stock and a 
fully automatic coupler now. appears neces- 
sary. Carriage bogie design has also called 
for development. In all this practice in other 
countries has been closely studied. It has to 
be remembered that our intensive services 
sometimes preclude adoption of methods suc- 
cessful on less densely occupied systems. 
This railway research is matched by efforts 
in the road transport sections of the B.T.C., 
where the Lodekka and RM type buses are, 
for their respective tasks, advanced vehicles 
which should be current for years to come. 
The British Road Services fleet, no less than 
ships, hotels and other installations, is a 
justifiable source of pride to the B.T.C. 
Reference is also made in the report, to which 
we propose to devote further attention later, 
to the part played by the Commission in 
fostering the Channel Tunnel investigation, a 
fine example of forward thinking. 





Meagre Information 
UBLICATION of the Summary of 
Annual Reports of the Traffic Commis- 
sioners, 1956-57 (H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 3s. 6d.) unfortunately continues 
the history of a postwar economy which has 
gone “ropg. Admittedly the reports prior 


to the war’tended to duplicate information to 
a certain gwtent, but they did provide an 
overall picture of developments in any parti- 
cular area and we feel that the limit has 
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surely been reached when, under the heading 


“Licensing of Public Service Vehicles,’’ the 


summary for the South-Eastern Traffic Area 
consists of one sentence—‘ More vehicles 
were specially constructed or converted for 
one-man operation.’’ In fact, most of the 
commissioners refer to this trend and several 
refer to the continued demand for excursions 
and tours and, in certain cases, express 
services. Almost all place on record refer- 
ences to diminished traffic on stage services 
and attribute it variously to television and 
the increasing use of private cars. The 
tabular matter included follows its customary 
form and shows that there were 74,177 public 











Air Traffic Control 
HE announcement in the House of 
Commons by the Minister of Transport 
and Civil Aviation that a substantial 
scheme had been started for the improvement 
and re-equipment of the British air traffic 
control system will be generally welcomed. 
The limitations of the present system are 
likely to become more apparent as_ the 
number of flights increases and the cruising 
speed of aircraft continues to rise; thus the 
time is fast approaching when maintenance 
of safety in the air must involve more and 
more delays unless a new method of handling 
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service vehicle licences current at March 31, 
1957. This date was, of course, within the 
period of the Suez fuel restrictions. Under 
the relevant Acts there were in all 993 prose- 
cutions, of which 894 resulted in convictions. 
It is somewhat surprising that, in this day 
and age, 56 of these should have been for 
using a stage or express carriage without a 
road service licence or backing and that 52 
should have been for use of a vehicle without 
a p.s.v. licence. 





An Inland Port for Leeds 
HISTORY records that the Act of Parlia- 
ment which first established the Aire 
and Calder Rivers as a commercial 
enterprise was passed in 1698. Since then 
this important waterway has weathered many 
vicissitudes including the coming of the rail- 
way in the early nineteenth century and the 
impact of road transport in the twentieth. 
Under the British Transport Commission 
modernisation plan it is again being given a 
fair chance to prove that a modern waterway 
is a highly competitive form of transport, and 
that for certain bulk traffics it can be both 
quicker and cheaper than road or rail. That 
the B.T.C. Inland Waterways Division has 
every confidence in the future of the Aire and 
Calder is evidenced in Leeds by the new 
£250,000 Knostrop terminal depot, which 
was Officially opened to traffic on June 17 by 
the Lord Mayor of that city, Alderman Mrs, 
Mary Pearce. In his introductory speech, 
Mr. Trevor H. Thornton, North Eastern 
divisional manager of British Waterways, 
expressed the hope that Knostrop would 
bring real commercial benefit to Leeds. To 
judge by the facilities which are now offered 
that hope is a realistic one—and it is now up 
to industry to reciprocate by making the best 
possible use of the services which Knostrop 
can offer. 





is evolved. Under conventional methods to- 
day the air traffic controller gets his informa- 
tion by radio from the pilots themselves. 
This system works quite satisfactorily if there 
is plenty of air space available and if the 
number of radio messages to and fro remains 
manageable. In the United Kingdom, how- 
ever, there is a limited amount of air space 
which can be reserved for airways traffic and 
it is necessary to lessen rather than increase 
the amount of radio communication between 
air and ground which already takes up so 
much of the pilots’ and controllers’ time. As 
recorded on page 9, four new long-range 
radar stations are to be built so that practi- 
cally the whole of the airways system will be 
scanned. The radar information will be sent 
automatically from these stations to the three 
joint civil and military air traffic control 
centres. At first the radar information will 
appear in the centres on the familiar plan 
position indicators, but these will be progres- 
sively replaced by new types of display. 
These will present a much clearer picture; all 
clutter and unwanted echoes will be removed 
and extra information such as individual air- 
craft identity and height added. The radar 
information will, in fact, be fed into an 
electronic store which will sort it and auto- 
matically supply each controller with the 
up-to-the-minute information which he 
needs. 





Lessons of the Strikes 
O the London strikes are over. That of 
the busmen was official; that of the 
dockers unofficial. Both were needless 
and unjustified; what is more, they caused 
serious loss, not only to the participants but 
to the public at large. In their tendency to 
cease work on the slightest provocation, and 
in face of the advice of their chosen leaders, 
the dockers seem incorrigible. Old and bitter 
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memories die hard and are handed down to 
the next generation. Otherwise obviously 
improved pay and conditions would by now 
have encouraged a more reasonable and 
conciliatory attitude on the part of dock 
workers. A quixotic desire to support other 
workers’ disputes has bedevilled the recent 
stoppage and the phasing of the resumption 
of work has been a ticklish task. Perhaps 
the remedy for their chip-on-the-shoulder 
lies in a closer identity between dockers and 
their employers, but the problem has so far 
baffled the keenest brains on committee and 
commission. In the meantime some regular 
shipping lines are considering forsaking the 
Port of London for ever for ports with better 
records. The bus workers, on the other 
hand, have a relatively good record of free- 
dom from industrial turmoil, reflected in their 
conduct during the recent strike. London 
Transport is an exemplary employer and 
could do no other than uphold the finding of 
the Industrial Court. Perhaps the latter was 
shortsighted in awarding nothing at all to 
some of the prospective beneficiaries. At 
least one can agree that if parties to indus- 
trial disputes are to accept the award of the 
arbitrator—and that is only reasonable in an 
ordered society—then the arbitrator should 
explain the reasons for his award. 


Public the Loser 
S to official strikes, we find it difficult 
to accept the assertion of even so high 
an authority as the Prime Minister or 
Minister of Labour that a secret ballot 
would fulfil no useful purpose. The tragedy 
to the operator is that in London where bus 
riding has been diminishing for some years, 
over the last two months many people have 
found they can do without buses. Cutting 
down of services was in progress before the 
strike and even more drastic pruning appears 
now inevitable, but perhaps it was a tactical 
error to post those notices in the garages. 
Beyond their withdrawal the union gained 
little more than was offered them weeks ago 
and nothing more than would have been 
justified by now through changed circum- 
stances, although many feel the concessions 
to Country men override the arbitration 
award. The terms of agreement are given on 
another page. Quite evidently the London 
public is the final loser, either by higher fares 
or, if the Government frowns upon that ex- 
pedient, by reduced and less attractive 
facilities. However, in two ways the bus 
strike has been useful: it has demonstrated a 
high sense of responsibility on the part of the 
T.U.C. and it should have left no doubt in 
the minds of the strikers that wages have to 
be earned; 


London Aftermath 
T is evident that the Government has. been 
quick to insist that the London bus 
business—no matter what Sir John 
Elliot feels compelled to offer Country bus 
men—is to be conducted at its present fare 
levels. To the customer, indeed, even the 
raising of substandard fares that is within 
London Transport’s competency without 
reference to the Transport Tribunal is still a 
rise in fares. Owing to the temperament of 
the British public and its excellent supply 
of alternative means of private mobility as 
is no need in London for Barcelona boycott 
procedure. Travellers are even more coy 
since the strike than they were before. Lon- 
don Transport, denied revenue from fare 
increases, will be involved in service re- 
organisation in a big way, to implement 
which union representatives have promised 
their co-operation. There has been a good 
deal of loose newspaper talk about this, in- 
spired by private motoring interests and the 
exponents of the exploded “wheel plan.’’ 
In our experience London traffic was cer- 
tainly not faster during the bus strike, 
especially during the peak periods, where 
55-min. journeys by car dragged out to 
70 min, and a journey we regularly make in 
100 min. expanded to 120 and even 130 min. 
The bus can fulfil a useful function in our 
great cities which cannot be usurped by the 
car; the U.S. offers daily proof that attempts 
at mass transport by car, even with the most 
lavish expenditure on city street improve- 
ments, can fail dismally. 
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Branch of The United Stee! Companies Limited. THE ICKLES, ROTHERHAM, YORKSHIRE 


RAILWAY WHEELS, TYRES, 
AXLES, SPRINGS, 
FORGINGS 


As one of the principal makers of 
steel railway materials in the 
Commonwealth, Steel, Peech & Tozer 
are playing an important part in the 
modernization schemes of British 
Railways and of railways overseas. 
Of their total production of 100,000 
tons per annum of railway materials— 
steel wheels, tyres, axles, springs 

and forgings, some 30,000 tons are 
exported to railways in five 


continents. 


Seventy years’ manufacturing 
experience and a constant search for 
new methods ensure the reliability 


and excellence of these materials. 
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A.E.C. ‘RELIANCE’ 


The single-decker designed 
for today’s needs 
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An A.E.C. ‘Reliance’ with a 
4l-seater Weymann body in 
the well-known ‘ Devon 
General’ fleet. This now 
numbers over 250 A.E.C. 
single and double-deckers. 


A tough chassis for hard, sustained service, a medium weight chassis for 
real operating economy, a lively, well-proved A.E.C. 112 b.h.p. engine 
—that’s the ‘Reliance’. It is the ideal combination for bus and coach 
work. Its availability is constant—its maintenance costs surprisingly 


low. Passengers praise the ‘Reliance’ for its smooth comfort; drivers for 
its almost effortless control. And operators know that its consistently 
low running costs make it the most practical chassis for today’s needs. 
The ‘Reliance’ will take up to 45 seated passengers, give 16-20 m.p.g. 
It has a hydraulic clutch with 5-speed synchromesh gearbox or 2-pedal 





Ou TH A A.C.V. SALES LTD., 49 Berkeley Square, London, W.1 


THE A.C. V, GROUP OF COMPANIES INCLUDES A.E.C. AND THE MAUDSLAY MOTOR CO. 


‘Monocontrol’ transmission. Now, as a further feature, ‘Automono- 
control’ transmission is available. Write for full technical details. 
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RUSSELL COURT, 3-16 WOBURN PLACE, 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephone Number: TERminus 0303 (3 lines) 
Telegraphic Address: Transpubco, Westcent, London 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
BritisH Isres, 35/-; Canapa, 32/6; 
ELSEWHERE ABROAD, 35/- 

payable in advance and postage free 
The Editor is prepared to consider con- 
tributions offered for publication in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satisfy themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant to editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate, ils object 
being to encourage the provision of all 
forms of transport in the best interests 
of the community. 


We desire to call the attention of our readers to 
the fact that Russell Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, 


London, W.C.1, is our sole London address, and 
that no connection exists between this news 
paper and any other publications bearing some 
what similar titles 


——e _ 


A Free Hand for C.LE. 
URING the seven years to March 31, 
1957, Coras lompair Eireann lost 
£10,500,000, a serious result for an 
undertaking which operates 1,918 miles of 
railway, some 1,100 buses and more than 
1,000 road freight vehicles. In May of the 
same year a committee of inquiry under the 
chairmanship of Dr. J. P. Beddy, chairman 
of the Transport Tribunal, recommended 
measures for restoring this State concern to 
financial equilibrium. When reviewing its 
report (MODERN TRANSPORT, May 25, 1957) 
we regretted that its terms of reference did 
not enable the committee “to come out 
flatly against any form of Ministerial inter- 
ference with the affairs of C.I.E.’’ The 
Republic of Ireland Transport Bill, to which 
we briefly referred in our issue of May 31 
last and which is designed to implement, 
with modifications, the committee’s recom- 
mendations, does in fact bestow considerable 
freedom on C.I.E. So exceptional and 
comprehensive are its main provisions as to 
justify a more detailed review of the 
measure, which has now passed through its 
final stages in the Dail. In introducing the 
Bill on May 8 Mr. Sean Lemass, Minister for 
Industry and Commerce, intimated that 
whilst its principal object was to implement 
the committee’s recommendations it excluded 
those which drew the pattern of the future 
system by specifically reducing the railway 
from its present 1,918 route-miles to approxi 
mately 850. Instead it left to C.1.E., which 
had access to all relevant factors, the respon 
sibility for closing down any line or station 
for which there was clearly no future. This 
the C.I.E. will be able to do without 
reference, as now, to the Transport Tribunal, 
which is to be abolished, and subject only to 
the obligation of being satisfied after a 
reasonable period that there is no prospect 
of economical operation. The board, con- 
cluded Mr. Lemass, must be encouraged to 
minimise its losses and finally to eliminate 
them. 


Full Autonomy 
NCOURAGEMENT is in two forms 

administrative and financial—and the 

losses must be eliminated by March 31, 
1964, five years from the Act’s implementa- 
tion. To provide “reasonable” transport 
services the company is to have full 
autonomy in such matters as the provision 
of services, the closure of lines and stations 
and the fixing of charges. When closing a 
line the undertaking need not provide sub- 
stitute road services, in which case private 
interests may apply to the Minister for road 
passenger and/or merchandise licences. 
(“ There would be no point,’’ remarked Mr. 
Lemass, “in permitting the C.I.E. to close a 
line and at the same time oblige it to substi- 
tute another service which would involve it 
in a loss also ”—not much here to attract the 
private operator!) Moreover, the company 
need no longer maintain in navigable con- 
dition disused canals, but it will still be 
responsible for maintaining them for the 
purpose of drainage and flood prevention; 
provision of canal services will continue to 
be at its discretion. All common carrier and 
other obligations which restrict the com- 
mercial adaptability of the undertaking are 
to be removed. C.I.E. will no longer be 
precluded from charging preferential rates 
for any particular traffic and will be free to 
impose such charges and attach such terms 
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and conditions if so specified in writing as it 
may think fit. It may enter into “agreed 
charges” arrangements and may refuse any 
traffic. To assist reorganisation and rehabili- 
tation, there are sweeping financial provisions 
which will relieve the board of many of its 
present responsibilities and provide a useful 
subsidy during the transition stage. 


Generous Financial Provisions 
HUS the 3 per cent Transport Stock 
1955-60, amounting to nearly {10 mil- 
lion, will be regarded as a Government 
loan; the stock will be eliminated from the 
C.I.E. balance sheet and all liabilities 
attaching to it, including the annual interest 
charge of £296,672, will become the direct 
responsibility of the Minister of Finance. 
[his arrangement, together with relief from 
liability to repay to the Exchequer {1.8 mil 
lion in respect of advances made in 1956-57 
towards capital expenditure and for redemp 
tion of guaranteed bank overdraft, is 
equivalent to a total write-off of {11.7 million 
in the capital liability of C.I.E. and a reduc- 
tion of {£400,344 in the annual interest 
charges. Provision is also made for the 
writing-off of advances totalling {4.8 million 
made to C.I.E. from the Exchequer up to 
March 31, 1958, to meet Transport Stock 
interest, which will relieve the board of an 
additional annual interest charge of £231,491; 
total relief provided by the Bill in the interest 
charges payable by C.I.E. will therefore 
amount to {631,835 per annum. Additionally, 
direct financial assistance will be granted 
by the Government during the period of 
reorganisation. This will take the form of 
non-repayable grants amounting to a total of 
£5 million for the five years 1959-60 to 
1963-64 inclusive. From these sums the 
undertaking will be expected to meet all 
revenue expenditure not covered by receipts, 
including payment of interest on Transport 
Stock. 


Opposition from Hauliers 
OMPENSATION is payable under the 
Bill to staff who suffer worsening of 
their conditions or loss of employment. 
This, however, will not as hitherto be the 
responsibility of the board but will be a 
charge on the Exchequer. Maintenance of 
road bridges over railways will become the 
responsibility of the highway authorities, and 
other provisions will enable C.I.E. to intro- 
duce modern methods (as is now possible in 
this country) into the operation of level 
crossings and to dispose to local authorities 
or public utility undertakings the sites of 
abandoned railway lines. Regulations pro- 
hibiting the carrying-on of a passenger road 
service without a licence will not apply to 
C.I.E., but the company will not, without 
the Minister’s consent, initiate or alter any 
passenger road service so as to compete with 


a licensed service. There has been strong 
opposition from independent road-carrying 
interests, on whose behalf amendments, 


aimed at relieving them from 25-year-old 
restrictions in favour of a modern and 
flexible system of road vehicle licensing, 
were unsuccessfully introduced in the Dail. 
Despite this and other opposition the Bill 
passed through its various stages with only 
minor alterations. Indeed, as if to heighten 
the indignation of professional hauliers, the 
Minister inserted a further clause designed 
to permit farmers to haul for reward by 
tractor-trailers. A separate Bill is to be 
introduced to settle the many details arising 
out of the impending termination of the 195% 
agreement coincident with the dissolution of 
the Great Northern Railway Board. This 
measure will be parallel to the Northern 
Ireland Transport Bill, briefly described in 
our last issue, which recently received a first 
reading in the Northern Ireland Parliament. 


———n fe 
Forthcoming Events 


June 28.—Light Railway Transport League. Paper by Mr. J. H 
Price, “The Dartford Hospital Tramways’ At Fred 
Tallant Hall, Drummond Street, N.W.1. 3 pm 

June W-July 4.—TInstitution of Naval Architects. Meeting in 
aris 

July 9—Light Railway Transport League. Paper by R. K 
Crees and J. R. Cook, “Transport in East Berlin.”’ At 
Fred Tallant Hall, N.W.1. 7 p.m 

July 19.—Permanent Way Institution. Visit to H.M. Dockyard, 
Chatham. 

Railway and Canal Historical Society. Centenary visit to 
Netherton Tunnel by “Lady Hatherton.”’ 12.30 p.m., with 
bus connection from Birmingham 

July 20.—Omnibus Society. Thames estuary tour, involving 
various forms of transport. 

July 26.—Light Raltway Transport League. Paper by R. 
Parr, “The Wemyss Tramways.”’ At Fred Tallant Hall, 
N.W.t. 3p.m 

September 1-7.—Society of British Aircraft Constructors. Flying 
display and exhibition. At Farnborough. (Public days 
September 5, 6 and 7.) 

September 8-12.—Municipal Passenger Transport Association 
Annual conference. At Blackpool. 

September 26-October 4.—Commercial Motor Transport Exhibi- 
tion. At Earls Court 

September 28-October 7.—International Railway Congress. At 
Madrid 

September 29.—Passenger Vehicle Operators Association 
Annual dinner-dance. At Grosvenor House, London. 

October 13-1%.—Road Haulage Association. Annual conference 
At Torquay 

November 5-16.—International Motor Show. At Turin. 





MODERN TRANSPORT has an arrangement with 
Reuter’s Trade Service whereby publication is made 
in this newspaper of all essential news from all parts 
of the world concerning traffic and transport by 
rail, road, sea and air and allied interests. 
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BRITISH TRANSPORT IN 1957 





B.T.C. Report and Accounts 





CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE 


YY ens (June 27) the annual report 
and accounts of the British Transport 

Commission for 1957 were published by 
H.M. Stationery Office.* In addition a short 
version, British Transport in 1957, is published 
by the B.T.C.¢ It is a record of improved 
physical assets and improved organisation, 
somewhat clouded by the losses incurred on 
railway operation, although those are covered 
by the special arrangement made with the 
Government during the period in’ which 
modernisation is fructifying 


Main Features of 1957 

In the Government's White 
October, 1956, the Commission set out a plan 
to bring its accounts into balance by 1961-62 
his would allow time for railway modernisa 
tion and the new freight charges scheme to 
yield increased revenue. In this context, the 
report opens by saying that “ the results of the 
year 1957 were not far short of expectations. 
The working deficit on British Railways was 
{27.1 million” ({£10.6 million more than that 
incurred in 1956), “ whereas there was a work- 
ing surplus of {23.4 million on the Commis 
sion’s other activities, taken together and 
including British Road Services, Provincial and 
Scottish Buses, London Transport, Ships, 
Inland Waterways, Docks, Hotels and Catering 
Services and Property. After charging interest, 
etc., the sum which the Commission is 
authorised by Parliament to borrow in respect 
of the railway deficit less the surplus of other 
activities amounts to /63.5 million.’’ This 
amount exceeds that expected when the 
financial plan embodied in the Transport (Rail- 
way Finances) Act, 1957, was made, but not 
greatly. 

It may be noted that for the two years 1956 
and 1957, the sum which the Commission may 
borrow in respect of deficits amounts to {118 
million. The sum authorised for this purpose in 
respect of the years 1956 to 1962 is a maximum 
of {250 million and there is thus a balance 
remaining of £132 million. 


Paper of 


Competition and Confidence 

In view of the competition which has intensified 
in all branches of public transport, the Commission 
considers that the year’s working results are as 
good as could be reasonably expected. It sees the 
need to accelerate the pace of modernisation and is 
taking steps to secure further economies. It does 
not qualify the confidence it has expressed in pre- 
vious reports in the commercial future of British 
Railways and indeed of its whole undertaking. 

When the year 1957 opened, the traffic receipts 
of British Railways and of London Transport and 
the Tilling and Scottish Bus Groups were running 
well above expectations as a consequence of the 
rationing of fuel for road vehicles. Indeed, for a 
short time the Commission was within measurable 
distance of balancing its accounts in total. But 
these additional traffics started to fall as the re- 
strictions were eased and the ration ultimately 
tbolished, on April 1 for diesel oil and May 14 for 


petrol. Moreover, during the early months of the 
year the wages of most of the Commission’s 


employees were raised by 5 per cent, at an esti- 
mated cost of nearly {20 million a year, and in 
July coal prices were increased at a cost to the 
Commission of {5 million a year. The main in- 
creases in fares and charges designed to meet the 
higher wage rates and coal prices were deferred 
until] August and September and this meant broadly 
that the receipts from the extra traffics during fuel 
rationing were absorbed by these higher costs up 
to the time when fares and charges were raised, 

Diagrams are reproduced which show how 
moderate have been the increases in charges on the 
Commission’s services since before the war. The 
Commission has done more than most industries 
ind services to keep prices down and it is not sur- 
prising that this has “affected its general profit 
ability in the period.’’ 


Railways and Road Competition 

rhe report records encouraging progress with the 
re-equipment and reorganisation of British Rail- 
ways; in some of its most important elements, the 
modernisation plan was well ahead of the timetable 
envisaged in 1955. In many directions, passenger 
and freight services on the railways reached higher 
standards of speed, reliability and convenience in 
1957. ‘“ These improvements followed the intro- 
duction of new rolling stock, the lifting of some 
speed restrictions after extensive track renewals, 
fresh measures to improve through transits for 
freight, and the continuing efforts and increased 
sense of urgency on the part of the traffic staffs in 
the face of competition. The decline in railway 
freight traffics, in spite of better services offered 
and the moderate level of rail charges in relation 
to prices generally, can be ascribed, in part, so far 
as the last quarter of the year is concerned, to 
general economic conditions in the country. 

“ But it must be recognised that there have been 
increasing diversions to C-ligensed road transport 
vehicles. The number of these vehicles in operation 
passed the one million mark for the first time 
towards the end of 1957, representing an increase 
to about th-ee times the prewar figure. This con- 
tinued increase in carrying capacity was not accom- 
panied by any increase in the total volume of 
goods to be carried. On the other hand, passenger 
carryings by rail continued to improve, giving 
evidence of the attraction of modernised and faster 
services, In spite of the steady growth of private 
transport, British Railways was carrying more 
passengers than at any time since it came under 
the Commission."’ 


Investment 

In connection with road-rail competition, it is 
sometimes claimed that an undue proportion of 
the national investment is being devoted to the 
improvement of the railways, in relation to that 
earmarked for the roads. The Commission, as 
operator of buses and lorriesgon a large scale, 
welcomes road improvement schemes. It does not 
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—HC 215-II, Price 15s. net. From H.M. Stationery Office 
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wish to see railway traffic protected by bad roads, 
but it feels it fair to emphasise that railway invest- 
ment is still only one-fifth of the investment in road 
transport, and that the current level of capital 
expenditure on railway track is much less than that 
on new and improved roads. In shares of capital 
investment the railways get 16 per cent, of which 
14 per cent is vehicles, plant and machinery and 
only 2 per cent track. Road transport has received 
84 per cent; 6 per cent of this is expended on high 
ways; 43 per cent on business road vehicles and 
buildings; and 35 per cent on motor cars and motor 
cycles on personal account 


Reduction of Working Expenses 

rhe first objective of the Commission in 1958 is 
to improve the financial position of its undertaking 
and particularly of British Railways. The pros 
pects for increasing revenues at this time are not 
bright, though every effort to that end will be 
made. Thus the major effort must be on reduction 
of working expenses. The Commission also intends 
to press urgently ahead with its plans for the 
modernisation of British Railways, confident that 
this is the key to the future prosperity of the 
industry, and the means for providing the nation 
with the railway services which it requires 

In 1956 recruitment of staff in many areas in the 
country began to ease and by the end of 1957 it no 
longer gave rise to serious difficulty in any part of 
the Commission’s undertaking. After filling most 
vacant posts, but not all those which existed in a 
few industrial centres, the numbers employed in 
some railway regions, in British Road Services, in 
the bus groups taken as a whole, in London Trans- 
port and in the Commission’s docks were lower 
than a year earlier. There is room for further 
economy in manpower on British Railways, and 
steps are being taken to secure it. 

The Commission is glad to record that its con- 
fidence in the general willingness of the railway 
staff to co-operate over the making of new arrange- 
ments for greater efficiency of working was fully 
justified by the progress made in 1957 with (for 
example) the further extension of work study and 
incentive bonus schemes, and in the agreement 
reached with the trade unions for the manning of 
diesel and electric locomotives. Reference is also 
made to progress made towards greater efficiency 
and productivity through the British Railways 
Productivity Council and through the joint con- 
sultative machinery. During the year, a total 
expenditure of about {2,700,000 was authorised for 
new and improved staff amenities on British 
Railways 


Road Activities 

Although it also was exposed to at least as 
severe competition as in any year since its forma- 
tion, British Road Services earned {1 million more 
in net receipts (£2.8 million) compared with 1956 
In a situation where the total road carrying 
resources in the country offered more capacity than 
could be filled by the goods available for haulage, 
B.R.S. achieved this result by offering first-class 
service, it is stated. 

In common with all public road passenger ser 
vices, including London Transport, the bus com- 
panies which the Commission control or in which 
they have an interest, suffered a further decline 
in traffic In the circumstances, the wholly owned 
provincial (Tilling) and Scottish bus groups did 
well to earn £5 million in net receipts (0.3 million 
less than in 1956). The Commission now styles its 
lilling group of buses the “ Provincial” group in 
its report; this is not to be confused with the 
erstwhile Provincial Traction group which still is 
represented by the Gosport and Farnham under- 
taking. 

Despite the windfall of traffic during petrol 
rationing, the number of passengers carried on 
London Transport services continued to fall. In 
great measure this was a reflection of more private 
motoring (a factor which also continued to affect 
the other bus groups) and more television. London 
Transport net receipts for road services were 
{1.2 million higher at £3.8 million, and from rail 
services, fo.1 million lower at {1.9 million. 


On the Water 

rhe Commission’s shipping services did rather 
better in 1957 than in 1956, the net receipts of 
{1.9 million representing an improvement of {0.1 
million. Passenger traffic to and from the Con- 
tinent and Northern Ireland and on the estuarial 
and lake services was buoyant, but there is much 
leeway to be made up on the Channel Islands ser- 
vices if the new ships on order are to pay their way. 
Freight ferry services, carrying road or rail vehicles 
and containers, have continued to develop, 
especially those with the Continent. 

The Commission again spent large sums on new 
equipment and on maintenance in the Docks and 
Inland Waterways divisions. Despite further 
switches in imports and exports, which are, of 
course, outside the Commission’s control, the main 
groups of docks showed a surplus, which, in some 
cases, was small in relation to turnover. Where 
increased tonnage was handled at economic rates, 
such as occurred with iron ore to the North East 
coast, net receipts quickly improved, 

Where rates were statutorily held at a very low 
level, as at the Hull, Grimsby and Fleetwood fish 
docks, heavy losses were inevitable. Without wait- 
ing for the outcome of the Bowes inquiry, the 
Inland Waterways Division continued to develop 
the Group I canals and to raise the standard of 
maintenance of those in Group II, and generally to 
promote both commercial and pleasure traffic. It 
was not expected that the cost of these improve- 
ments could quickly be recouped out of traffic 
receipts. 


Hotels and Catering 

Thanks to the ambitious modernising of the Com- 
mission's hotels and railway refreshment rooms in 
recent years, their results in 1957 were the best 
since nationalisation. Although it has not yet been 
possible to replace many outdated restaurant cars, 
they did increased business in 1957. 

Gross receipts in commercial advertising at {3.1 
million were fo.1 million less than in 1956, the 
decline being attributed to increasing competition, 
especially from commercial television, the inter- 
national situation and petrol rationing in the early 
part of the year, and the intensification of credit 
restrictions as the year went on. Working ex- 
penses at {1.2 million were practically unchanged 
and net receipts at {1.9 million were therefore 
£o.1 million less than in 1956. 
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petrol or diesel powered 


FORWARD CONTROL 
all-steel body 

300 cu. ft. capacity 

also available 


me NORMAL CONTROL 


185 cu. ft. capacity 





® Robust four-speed synchromesh gearbox, 

@ Fully-floating spiral bevel rear axle. 

e Exceptional visibility 
and manoeuvrability. 

® Smooth ride suspension, f 
hydraulically damped. 

® Powerful hydraulic brakes, 4 
safe and sure. Ps 

e Superb driver comfort. 
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after extensive tests and trials 
Stewarts & Lloyds Limited state that the Brush-Traction Diesel-Electric 
Locomotives supplied over twelve months ago for shunting services in the 

integrated Iron and Steel Works at Corby are giving very satisfactory service. 

Brush Traction Locomotives, recognised for their performance under the 

most arduous conditions, are also giving outstanding service to 
the Steel Company of Wales; Consett Iron Co,; Lever Bros.; 
and other large industrial users. 





Illustrated above is a 0-6-0 
Diesel - Electric Shunting 
Locomotive of 400 H.P. made 
by Brush Traction Lid, 


Diesel-Electric Shunting Locomotives 


—the logical choice 


Write for literature on Diesel-Electric Shunting Locomotives to: 


BRUSH TRACTION DIVISION 


BRUSH ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 


bars “7 A Member of the Hawker Siddeley Group 


co, LTD., LOUGHBOROUGH, ENGLAND 
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Birmingham Bus Route Investigation 





CCELERATION by one mile per hour of Bir- 
mingham City Transport buses could save 
the undertaking {200,000 a year, states the 

report of a Transport Committee inquiry team. 
They agree that the big drawback to a speed-up is 
the city traffic congestion. To test the economic 
possibilities, the proposals name route 14 (City— 
Tile Cross Estate) as the most suitable for a semi- 
express service. The report rejects the idea of 
season tickets and suggests further examination of 
a “ pay at the bus stop” fares system. 

The sub-committee found that few improvements 
can be made to save money and spare most of the 
14 routes listed which lose more than 1d, a mile 
They say the withdrawal of these would cause 
hardship, and only one route—the peak hour 46 
between Station Street and Hall Green—shouild 
be withdrawn completely. The 70-page report took 
it months to prepare members 
f the Transport Committee refused to sit on the 
inquiry after a plea for an independent investiga 
tion was rejected. Last year the buses showed a 
profit of {87,000 compared with a loss of {124,000 


Contract Bus Plea Fails 

FINE of £5 has been imposed by the Dumfries 
x Sheriff Court on Passenger Transport 
Facilities, Limited, Manchester, for causing or per- 
mitting a bus to be used as a contract carriage 
vithout a public service vehicle licence (MODERN 
PRANSPORT, June 14) In evidence it was sub 
mitted that a firm of consulting engineers paid a 
large sum daily for the hire of the bus and that, 
while the user, they did not operate for hire or 
reward, as passengers paid nothing. Therefore a 
p.s.V. licence was unnecessary 


Conservative 


Licences Threatened Over Wage Rates 
(THE Northern area Traffic Commissioners were to 

hold an inquiry today (Friday) at Newcastle 
upon Tyne into complaints by the Transport and 
General Workers Union that the Trimdon Motor 
Services, Limited, Co. Durham, is not paying 
proper rates to its conductresses. The Commis- 
sioners served notice on the company to show 
cause why its road service licences should not be 
revoked or suspended. The union attitude is that 
the company should pay wages to conductresses 
in accordance with a decision of the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal. 


New Sheffield Garage 

N the year ended March 31, 1958, Sheffield City 
Transport carried 254,216,759 passengers, a 
reduction of over 5 million on the previous year 
but there was a surplus of {24,809 compared with 
{19,992. A new bus garage in Greenland Road, 
Darnall, was officially opened by the Lord Mayor 
of Shefheld, Alderman J. W. Holland, on June 20 
He was deputising for Mr. Frank Cousins, general 
secretary of the Transport and General Workers 
Union, who was detained in London by the bus 
strike negotiations. It has covered accommodation 
for 172 buses, with workshops, administrative 
quarters and canteens and there is outside accom- 


modation for a further 100 buses. The main 
garage covers 14,712 square yards, There are three 
parking bays, 98 ft. by 308 ft., and a workshop 
bay with 17 pits. At a luncheon afterwards, 
Councillor Sidney Dyson, chairman of thé trans- 
port committee, said he would be very happy 
indeed to be the first chairman of a transport 
undertaking in the country to operate a five-day 
week for the road staff. With co-operation he 
could see no reason why it could not be brought 
to reality. 


Push-Chairs on Free Loan 


Wit the object of attracting more traffic on 

its rural bus services, the Maidstone and 
District Motor Services, Limited, is to introduce an 
experimental push-chair loan scheme at Maidstone 


a letter to the objectors, General Sir Roy Bucher, 
chairman of the committee, has stated that after 
a most detailed examination of the circumstances 
the committee did not feel justified in supporting 
payment. Bus services involving this degree of 
subsidy could not be regarded as reasonable, nor 
could they be justified. 


S.A.R. Road Services Opposed 


‘I‘EN organisations appeared before the Local 

Road Transportation Board in Cape Town 
last month to oppose an application by South 
African Railways for the extension of its ancillary 
road transport services in the Western Cape 
Province. The railways asked for permission to 
use additional vehicles to carry goods at rail tariffs 
initially offered for conveyance by rail and which 
the railways decided to convey by road because 
of congestion of traffic and to release rail trucks 
rhe areas for which the authority was sought were 
largely those in which industrialists had been 
granted exemption entitling them to convey their 
own goods by road if they wished. The grant of 
the application would place them in a better posi 





En route from Chippenham to Warrington, this 75-ton excavator is hauled by a Foden FG8/80 
tractor powered by a Gardner 8LW 150-b.h.p. diesel unit 


to ease travel for parents with young children who, 
it is hoped, will thereby be encouraged to make 
more frequent trips into town. From July 1 pas- 
sengers who travel into Maidstone with their young 
children on the one-man buses which now serve the 
sparsely populated rural areas will be able to 
obtain push-chairs on loan free of charge Or deposit 
from either bus station on production of their 
journey tickets. A push-chair can even be reserved 
by postcard. It is felt that this scheme, aimed 
at people who are, perhaps, more tied by domestic 
circumstances than others, will encourage travel 
on the very lightly loaded rural services. 


Yorkshire Bus Subsidy Issue Decided 


QEQUEL to a six months’ controversy, the York- 
“ shire area Transport Users’ Consultative 
Committee is recommending the British Transport 
Commission to withdraw its subsidy in respect of 
the Wilsden—Cullingworth and Clayton circular 
bus service, near Bradford, as from October 1. In 


tion because they would have the choice between 
their own facilities and those of the railways. 

For the Cape Town Chamber of Commerce, it was 
submitted that the basic concept of the S.A.R. 
motor transport service was that it should be a 
feeder service to railway train services, but the 
railways were constantly extending the scope of its 
road transport. The chamber believed this to be 
contrary to the spirit of legislation which envisaged 
fair and equal control of all road transport. A 
representative of the Cape Motor Transport 
Owners’ Association alleged that many vehicles 
authorised by the board were idle. They repre- 
sented millions of pounds worth of investment by 
private enterprise and the livelihood of thousands 
of employees. 


Decision in Hudsons’ Bus Fares Case 
| a reserved decision regarding their proposals 
that Hudsons Bus Company, of Horncastle, 
should come into line with Lincolnshire Road Car 
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Co., Limited, fares in respect of three Lincoln— 
Horncastle and Lincoln—Skegness bus routes, the 
East Midland area Traffic Commissioners say that 
they have no doubt that Lincolnshire Road Car has 
in fact lost passengers to Hudsons. They take the 
view that, for the purpose of comparing Hudsons’ 
operating costs with the costs of Lincolnshire, it is 
proper to take into account a sum equivalent to 
the three working partners’ wages or salaries. 

Lincolnshire claimed that Hudsons’ accounts 
showed nothing fer this item. The Commissioners 
are also far from satisfied that the fares charged 
on Hudsons’ stage services are, by themselves, at 
an economic level. A large part of the business 
consists of contract work and private hire and it 
appears that this side is mainly responsible for such 
profits as the undertaking may show. Where, how- 
ever, Hudsons’ services are not competitive with 
the services of the Lincolnshire Road Car the Com 
missioners are allowing Hudsons to retain its 
present fares. 

On the sections of Horncastle 
to Skegness, (b) Lincoln to points east of Horn 
castle on the service to Skegness, and (c) Lincoln 
to Washingborough; where Lincolnshire Road Car 
operates very substantially the greater number of 
journeys, Hudsons’ fares are to come into line with 
those of Lincolnshire Elsewhere on the services 
where Hudsons operates a substantial proportion 
of the journeys, Hudsons’ fares will be something 
more than its present fares and something less 
than Lincolnshire fares. 


Leeds Passenger Drop is 5 Per Cent 

[ )ECREASE of almost 13 million (5.8 per cent) 

in the number of passengers carried by Leeds 
City Transport is recorded in the annual report to 
March 31 last of Mr. A. B. Kindlay, general 
manager of the transport department. The decline 
was partly attributable to the influenza epidemic 
of September and October, when an estimated 
3,250,000 passengers were lost. Despite the reduced 
number of passengers, the department operated 
352,730 more miles during the year carrying people 
to perimeter housing estates. Not one of the 
existing tram services even pay their working ex 
penses, nor do 25 per cent of the bus routes. Nine 
per cent pay working expenses only, and the 
remaining 66 per cent pay their way. The surplus 
of £126,893 further reduced the department's 
accumulated deficit to £307,384 


Bus and Coach Developments 


Corona Coaches, Limited, applies for the Coggeshall—London 
service of S. Blackwell and Sons, Earls Colne, and to commence 
the service at Lavenham 

The summer issue of the Brighton, Hove and District time 
table has a larger page size and is now 4} in. by 7 in. This 
enables the tables to be set out rather more lucidly and for the 
route map to be made more legible—a factor of importance 
in a complicated town system 

With the introduction of its summer timetable on June 29 
Maidstone and District Motor Services, Limited, ceases to 
publish three area books and reverts to one comprehensive 
timetable. It has embellished the cover with a very pleasant 
four-colour picture of one of its one-man A.E.C. Reliances 

Devon General Omnibus and Touring Co., Limited, propose 
a weekday service between Newton Abbot and Leigh Cross via 
Chudleigh Station, Trusham and Ashton, with garage workings 
to and from Exeter This would cover the southern half of 
the Western Region Teign Valley branch and the fact that the 
application is for an experimental 1t2-month licence may 
indicate a new approach to railway replacement services 

With the restoration of London Transport bus services on 
June 21, the summer timetables of the Country Bus Depart 
ment took effect. Changes included withdrawal of route 34D 
(Chesham—Kings Ash) but Swan Bottom will be served by 
diverting journeys on 394 (Chesham—Great Missenden). Services 
in Harlow and Crawley have been diverted to serve the new 
bus stations in those towns and a new limited-stop service 
(400) operates New Addington—Warlingham Park Hospital 
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MEW (amc-morris) Fon DIESEL 


Al THE LOWEST 
PRICE OF ALL! 


Fleet Owners and drivers, too, will prize this new 
B.M.C.-Morris—Britain’s lowest priced 7 ton 
diesel—with four-speed gearbox, servo braking, 
deep section chassis frame, big capacity plat- 
form and the most advanced cab design yet— 


all for LESS capital outlay. 


* 
Fleet Users: Have you sent for your copy of ‘Fleet Logic’’— 
the Morris aid to sound budgeting? Write to the address 


below for your copy. 


* 
Up-to-the- 
minute sty- 
ling...from 
bumper to 
tail-board. 


MORRIS COMMERCIAL CARS LTD., 


Overseas business: 
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Full - width wrap - around 
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vision, greater safety. 
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RS Shrouded instrument 

4 panel, sun canopy, pro- 

4 vision for heater and 
radio. 















Foam rubber adjustable 
seating, easy entrance, 
easy access for mainten- 
ance. 








Low in price. From £1,162. 
(plus £246.11.8. P.T.). 
Available as chassis and 
cab, platform and drop 
side trucks. 


TWELVE MONTHS’ WARRANTY 


backed by Europe’s most comprehensive Service—B.M.C. 


ADDERLEY.PARK, BIRMINGHAM, 8 
Nuffield Exports Ltd., Oxford, and 41/46, Piccadilly, London, W.1 
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NEW CANAL PORT FOR LEEDS 





Modernising the Aire and Calder 





KNOSTROP DEPOT OPENED 


EW cities have benefited so materially from 
an early growth of inland transport as 
Leeds. Only recently we had occasion to 

notice the bicentenary of the Act authorising the 
Middleton Colliery Railway, which, with the Aire 
and Calder Navigation Company, was a principal 
cause of the prodigious industrial expansion which 
took place here during the latter half of the 
18th century and laid the foundation of the city’s 
subsequent prosperity 


Traffic 

Today, some 260 years since Parliament san 
tioned the first improvements to the Aire and 
Calder Rivers for commercial purposes, the water 
va is still a useful facility und carries over 
4 million tons of cargo each year between the 
Yorkshire West Riding area and the ports of th: 
Humber. It extends from Goole to Leeds ( where 
it meets the Leeds and Liverpool Canal) and 
Wakefield, where it joins the Calder and Hebble 
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to take large single-deck transit sheds, and leave 
space for possible future expansion. The Knos- 
trop cut, an artificial by-pass of the River Aire 
to enable water traffic to avoid the weir, was 
eventually chosen because the 28-acre site was 
already owned by the B.T.C. Inland Waterways 
Division, and conveniently close to Hunslet Road 
about a mile downstream from Leeds Bridge 


Berths and Sheds 

To provide the necessary berthing accommoda 
tion, the cut had to be widened into a lay-by for 
a distance of 600 ft., to provide -space sufficient 
for five 225-ton barges, or eight of the standard 
craft The wharf is steel piled throughout, and 
capped with reinforced concrete The piles, each 
224 ft. long, are secured by tie rods at to ft. 6 in 
centres, to a second wall of sheet steel piling set 
into the ground 30 ft. back. The depth of water 
is 8 ft. at the wharf, and altogether the work 
involved the excavation of 15,000 cu. yd. of 
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Layout of new Knostrop depot of British Waterways 


Navigation. In the years just prior to the 1914-18 
war it carried up to 3} million tons per annum, 
but thereafter followed the gradual and relentless 
decline which affected almost the whole of the 
inland waterways system until it was taken over 
by the British Transport Commission in 1948. 
Since then the main routes have shown a marked 
increase in traffic, and this trend should be further 
stimulated as the £54 million development plan 
of 1955 gets under way. 

The Aire and Calder Navigation is now part of 
the North Eastern division of British Waterways, 
and under the present plan a sum of £765,000 for 


material. The entire area available for unloading 
measures 600 ft. by 30 ft., and is clear of any 
obstruction. Transfer is by 6-ton mobile cranes. 
There are two transit sheds on the site. The 
largest, known as No. 1 shed, is located parallel 
with the wharf, and measures 480 ft. by 120 ft., 
and has a clear inside height of 25 ft. The smaller 
shed (No. 2) lies to the rear of No. 1 and 
measures 150 ft. by 1oo ft., with a clear inside 
height of 22 ft. Both sheds are of reinforced 
concrete construction with asbestos cement roof- 
ing, granolithic finish flooring, and piled founda- 
tions. Together they total 76,000 cu. ft. o 
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Transit shed and wharf at Knostrop 


improvements has been allocated. Already in this 
division, new transit sheds and quays have been 
completed at Nottingham and new dry docking 
and workshop facilities built at Newark. At a 
cost of a quarter of a million pounds a weir has 
been constructed at Cromwell to improve naviga- 
tion on the River Trent; new merchandise craft 
have been put into service, and five new diesel 
tugs will soon be working on the coal traffic. A 
new lock is in course of construction near Don- 
caster to enable the passage of larger craft, and 
many miles of bank protection with steel and 
concrete piling have been undertaken, besides the 


storage space, of which some 20,000 sq. ft. has 
already been booked by one concern. Immediately 
adjoining the depot, which is linked by road with 
Leeds and the West Riding conurbation, is a 
developable area of about 18 acres. 

To facilitate collection and delivery within a 
radius of 25 miles Knostrop has a goods fleet of 
20 vehicles, most of them articulated 1o-tonners. 
With the closing of redundant depots at Dews- 
bury, Huddersfield, Cooper Bridge and Ravens- 
thorpe, the traffic formerly handled by these 
depots will be dealt with by road vehicles operat 
ing from Knostrop, where maintenance and 





Bucket dredger by Fleming and Ferguson at Castleford and, right, the old Leeds depot of 
British Waterways 


provision of new equipment such as dredgers, 
pontoons, excavators, cranes and mechanical 
handling equipment. 


New Inland Port 


In addition and extra to the /5}-million pro- 
gramme, the North Eastern division has just 
opened its new Knostrop terminal depot, which 
has been officially and quite properly described 
as the inland port for Leeds. Eventually it will 
replace completely the old depot at Leeds Bridge 
which for 150 years has served as the main 
handling point on the Aire and Calder system. 
Ideas on what constitutes ideal wharfage and 
warehousing have changed radically since the last 
century; the old depot with its storage space 
crammed into seven storeys, its fixed cranage and 
lack of manoeuvrability is obsolete. 

In looking for a new site the main prerequisite 
was one with plenty of elbow room, large enough 


servicing facilities have been provided at the 
depot, together with a staff canteen. 


An Advantageous Service 


The Aire and Calder Navigation has a length 
of 624 miles, and handled a total tonnage of 
2,741,369 in 1955. About a million tons of this 
was coal traffic, and of the remainder, some 
125,000 tons represented merchandise specifically 
between Leeds and the Humber ports. This section 
is navigable by barges of up to 250 tons capacity 
while 170-ton craft can go up to Wakefield. For 
bulk consignments unloaded direct from ocean- 
going cargo boats, the service to Leeds is not only 
quicker, but considerably cheaper than road or 
rail’ In this respect the advantage of being on 
the canal is decisive, and at Knostrop the 18-acre 
development site should prove an attractive 
proposition, as indeed, oil distributors in the West 
Riding have already been quick to realise. 





THREE CAR DIESEL TRAINS 
for 
BRITISH RAILWAYS 











Included amongst orders received 
for over 250 Diesel Railcars for The 
British Transport Commission's 
Modernisation Programme are a 
number of triple car units one of 
which is illustrated here, 







Second class saloon looking 
forward into drivers compartment. 
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B makers of Siemens-Martin steel tyres, 
axles, solid wheels and dise centres 
for railway locomotives, carriages and wagons 
and tramway cars, also rolled steel rings 
JOHN BAKER AND BESSEMER LIMITED 


KILNHURST STEEL WORKS, Nr. ROTHERHAM 


REGISTERED OFFICE: BRINSWORTH IRON AND WHEEL WORKS ROTHERHAM 
LONDON OFFICE: 9 VICTORIA STREET WESTMINSTER SW! Tel.: ABBEY 2813 & ABBEY 7320 








LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 





Rail Link with 


The Editor is always glad to receive letters from 
readers on subjects germane to the transport industry, 
but these should be written as concisely as possible. 
The opinions expressed therein must not, however, 
be regarded as having editorial endorsement. 
Where correspondents desire to use a nom-de-plume it is 
essential that the Editor should be informed of the name 
and full address of the writer as indication of good faith. 


IR,—Your editorial comment on the use of 
the Waterloo—Feltham line by airport 
passengers again underlines the need for a 

rail link and is, as you remark, an example of 
what can be achieved even with existing services, 
and without the use of monorails or similar 
grandiose schemes 

Even more to the point, is the 
further facility which could be provided by stop 
ping the Reading line trains at Feltham, thus 
providing a nonstop service in each direction, 
with a running time of just over 20 minutes to 
Waterloo. 

For the greater part of the day these trains 
are extremely lightly loaded and the additional 
stop would cause very little, if any, delay. In 
the down direction they invariably stop outside 
Staines whilst the preceding Windsor train de- 
parts and in the up direction have, in general, 
one or two minutes in hand at Staines, which 
could be utilised for calling at Feltham. 

Four trains an hour would thus be provided, 
with the Windsor trains giving a connection at 
Richmond, with the District line, should anyone 
really wish to travel to Gloucester Road.—Yours 
faithfully, 


existence of a 


J. TAYLOR 
46 Park Road, Hounslow, Middx 


Canal Cuts 


as In the article in MopERN TRANSPORT of 
June 7 on the new cut in the Trent and Mersey 
Canal you say that this is believed to be the 
first new section of canal cut in this country for 
over 50 years 
In the mid-thirties a new cut was made in the 
Sheffield and South Yorkshire Navigation to avoid 
1 sharp reverse bend near Doncaster Gas Works 


London Airport 


I have no details of the work by me, but an 
estimate from the 1-in. map suggests that the new 
section is from 300 to 350 yd. and the section 
replaced about 750 yd. A portion of the old section 
was retained as a spur to the gas works, and the 
remainder was filled in.—Yours faithfully, 

A. F. Coox 
The University, 
Southampton 


Kearney High-Speed Railway 
IR,—I should like to congratulate you on the 
most interesting article on the Kearney 
High-Speed Railway which appeared in the 
issue of MODERN TRANSPORT dated May 31, 1958 
Of all the schemes put forward to serve London 
Airport none offers so much promise as the 
Kearney system. It has the three very important 
advantages: safety, speed and adaptability. Its 
safety factor is far higher than that of the ortho- 
dox twin-rail system, due to its exceptionally 
high degree of stability. It is designed to attain 
speeds in the 200-m.p.h. range normally and not 
only under very carefully guarded circum 
stances” as on the French railways. As you have 
already stated, it is very versatile in application 
and can readily be used on the surface, elevated 
or underground 


Low Rolling Resistance 

One feature I believe you have not mentioned 
is that the extremely low rolling resistance and 
high tractive effort of the cars of the “ Monoway ” 
(as Mr. Kearney calls it in his book Erone) 
reduces the necessity of grading. The trains can 
take the hills in their stride 

Another advantage is the ability to take up 
discrepancies of gauge. A malalignment of the 
overhead rail, or an increase or decrease in track 
width, which would derail a train on the orthodox 
system, can all be compensated for by the tele- 
scopic column. 

The great thing about the Monoway is that 
it is not a new fancy nor a copy of a foreign 
design of doubtful efficiency and economy. It is 
the invention of one of our leading railway con- 
sultants. It is not new, for it was demonstrated 
about 40 years ago, since which time the 

(Continued at foot of next column) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 





GaRDNeR Dieset Enornes. A_ new brochure (No. 740.2) by 
Norris, Henty and Gardners, Limited, Barton Halt Engine 
Works, Patricroft, Manchester, giving basic information on the 
company’s ranges of diesel engines for vehicle rail-traction and 
marine applications. 

THe PREVENTION OF Mist AND Ick ON Winpows. A new 
technical bulletin (No. 5/58) published by the Triplex Safety 
Glass Co., Limited, Research Laboratory, King’s Norton, 
Birmingham, 30, which describes the company’s work in finding 
an answer to the serious problem of misting and icing of wind- 
screens. Two new applications of the method of heating glass 
surfaces electrically have been developed by the Triplex com 
pany, using either invisible resistance wires less than .oo1 in 
in diameter or a transparent gold film. 

Turnatt Assestos Suips Boarp. A new data booklet now 
available from Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Limited, Trafford 
Park, Manchester, to naval architects and the shipbuilding 
industry covers the uses of this non-combustible material that 
has been developed expressly to meet the conditions laid down 
by the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 
1948), which came into force in 1952 . 

Wetpinc Data Book A conveniently 
describing simplified welding procedures for application to a 
metals at reduced temperatures now available free from Eutecti 
Welding Alloys Co Limited, North Feltham Trading Estate 
Feltham, Middlesex. A practical discussion of Eutectic’s k 
heat-input metal-joining process points out its greater flexibility 
easier application and other advantages over welding with con 
ventional materials 


zed 180-page book 






w 





Mecator Unit Pressure S A booklet publishe by ar 
available from Megator Pumps and Compressors, Limited, 4 
Berkeley Square, London, W.1, describing a new range of unit 
pressure sets for marine water supply systems. Pumps, control 
gear and all accessories are pre issembled on a stec frame 


work, with al! interconnecting piping and wiring completed 
requiring only to be connected into suction and delivery pipe 
and the electrical supply 

StepPiInG Out With ProGress. An informative leaflet pub 
ished by the Morgan Crucible Co, Limited, Battersea Churcl 
Road, London, S.W.11, giving a brief history of the organisatior 
a complete list of products and subsidiary and associated 


panies in this and other countnes 


cor 


Crusitite Erecrric FurRNace Etements. A _ new leaflet pub 
lished by the Morgan Crucible Co., Limited, Battersea Church 
Road, London, S.W.11, giving details of a new non-metallic 
element for furnace heating, with range of sizes for various 
applications. 


Arr CONDITIONING For ANy Ciimatre, ANYWHERE A new 
illustrated booklet reviewing five of the most widely used 
Thermotank marine air-conditioning systems published — by 
Thermotank, Limited, Helen Street, Glasgow, from whom 
copies are available Also included is an outline of the adapta 
tion of Thermotank systems to operate on the high-velocity 
principle and the results of an investigation into the meaning of 
the term “a comfortable temperature” based on the reactions of 
visitors to the experimental ship’s cabin in the Thermotank 
research laboratory and on a series of experiments carried out 


aboard a number of ships 








(Continued from previous column) 
inventor has developed it and fought for an 
opportunity to build and run a full-scale section 
I hope sufficient interest will be aroused in the 
authorities for them to encourage the building of 
the Monoway, first to serve London Airport and 
then to improve London’s own transport services 
Yours faithfully, 

K. A. STEEL, A.R.Ae.S., 
88 Twyford Avenue, Acton, W.3. 


4\.M.S.E.(Aero) 








Dont 
lose 


THE BP RESEARCH STATION 


ENGINEER SAYS— 


“Two essential characteristics of a 


lubricating oil are (1) Film Strength which 
prevents the rupture of the thin oi] film 
present when engines start from cold and 


(2) Lubricity which is the ability of the 


oil to cover metallic surfaces and thus 


prevent metal to metal contact. These and 


other characteristics are ‘built’ into 


BP Energol Motor Oils to ensure complete 


engine protection against avoidable wear 


and consequently longer engine life.” 
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BOOK NOTICES 





Trade and Technical 





Moror RacinG Circuits oF Eurore. By Louis 
Klementaski, A.I.B.P., A.R.P.S., and Michael 
Frostick. (London: B. T. Batsford, Limited, 4 
Fitzhardinge Street, Portman Square, W.1. Price 
21s. net.) Although far removed from the mundane 
business of operating or driving a commercial 
vehicle, motor racing has been the anvil on which 
many developments that have improved the per- 
formance, safety and reliability have been forged 
and there is no true road transport man who is not 
thrilled by the sport. This book is basically a com 
prehensive review of the major racing venues of 
Europe, with a short text that brings the various 
circuits to life and introduces something of the 
atmosphere that has grown up around each 

w * * 

SWITZERLAND'S AMAZING Raitways. By Cecil J. 
Allen. (Edinburgh, 9: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
Limited, Parkside Works. Price 25s One of the 
most attractive railway books ever to come our 
way, Cecil J. Allen on Switzerland, appeared five 
ompanied us on 

We specially 


years ago in 1953 and has since act 
several expeditions to that country 
welcome, therefore, a new and revised edition, 
which made its appearance on June 12. Particulars 
of the latest developments in cable railways and 
chair lifts have been brought up to date and the 
selection of photographs—which gives a better idea 
of Swiss scenery than the average travel book 
has also been modified to show recent progress. The 
stvle of this doyen among railway authors remains 
is attractive to us as when we first read him nearly 
50 years ago 
oe % * 

100 YEARS UNDER THE SOUTHERN Cross. (Lon 
lon Shaw Savill and Albion Co., Limited, 88 
Leadenhall Street, E.C 3.) It was on May 28, 1858, 
that young Robert Ewart Shaw and his equally 
youthful partner Walter Savill dispatched their 
first chartered ship, the 435-ton iron screw steamer 
Lord Ashley, to Auckland. They had set their faith 
in the future of New Zealand and from then on 
helped to transform the land of the Southern Cross 
from scattered, trading and missionary settlements 
into a new British nation. A hundred years ago 
settlers’ ships were often floating hells, but the 
newcomers set their faces against ill-treatment and 
fleecing of emigrants; alcoholic liquor was only 
permitted in tween deck cabins on doctor's orders, 
single men slept forward and unmarried girls aft 
behind a forbidding iron grating. The merger with 
the then competing Albion Line came in 1882, 
inder the offer of a New Zealand Government sub- 
sidy for a direct service with the mother country. 
[hese and other fascinating events serve to intro- 
duce a handsome brochure produced by the com 
pany to celebrate the centenary of the original 
endeavour. 

* * * 

\ PicrortaL History oF THE FrstTinioG Rar 
WAY (Portmadoc, Caernarvonshire Festiniog 
Railway Company, Portmadoc Harbour Station 
Price 2s. 6d. plus 5d. postage). The Festiniog 
Railway Company may be the oldest narrow-gauge 
railway in the world but it has some quite up-to- 
date publicity ideas. The latest is a 24-page pic- 
torial history of considerable merit, bound in a 
cover with a coloured view of a double Fairlie—one 
of the only two Fairlie locomotives still extant in 
the world, both of which are Festiniog property. Its 
other steam engine in going order is the 95-year-old 
Prince, an o-4-0 saddle tank with tender. The 
latest publication well brings out the salient points 
of this remarkable railway’s story—steam on thi 
1 ft. rr} in. gauge, when Brunel and others had 
declared it impossible; the first bogie coaches in 
sritain; the vacuum brake; miniature electri 
train staff; and other features that made it the 
world’s model narrow gauge line and for many 
years the object of many interested foreign del 
gations visiting Britain. North Wales may yet 
repeat this feat as a venue of railway interest under 
the present enthusiastic management 


— ok 


BRITISH RADAR 
SPEEDOMETER 


Can Select Individual Vehicles 


RODUCTION of the first British-designed and 
produced radar speed check equipment is 
announced by Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph 

Co., Limited. The device is named PETA (Port- 
able Electronic Traffic Analyser) and it is claimed 
to remove one of the major objections to the use 
of radar as a means of checking the speed of road 
vehicles in that it can discriminate between 
individual vehicles even under conditions of dense 
traffic. It will provide separate readings on 
vehicles which are only 8 ft. apart and will auto 
matically lock on to any individual reading if so 
desired. The speed range of the equipment is from 
two to 80 m.p.h. but this can be extended if re 
quired. The accuracy of speed assessment is said 
to be within 1 m.p.h. 

PETA employs the Doppler effect of frequency 
change which occurs when electromagnetic waves 
are reflected from moving objects. This principle, 
in conjunction with the extremely narrow hori 
zontal beam-width of the radiated signals (be- 
tween 3 and 4 deg.), provides simplicity of design, 
portability and high accuracy Of measurement, 
giving the user a device which calls for no technical 
skill in its operation. An extensive use has been 
made of transistors and printed circuits in order to 
achieve compactness and light weight. The com- 
plete equipment, which weighs only 21 Ib., consists 
of a transmitter-receiver unit, with its associated 
1erial, and a meter unit calibrated directly in kilo- 
metres or miles per hour 

In practice, the aerial unit forms a baseplate for 
the transmitter-receiver unit. The equipment is 
placed in the open boot of a car with the aerial 
facing the oncoming traffic, or taken outside as 
convenient. The natural “squint angle” of the 
aerial is such that when the latter is physically at 
right angles to the road the transmitted beam is 
directed at the required angle of 20 deg. to the 
line of traffic. The standard version of the equip- 
ment incorporates a single-channel system; if dis- 
crimination between near- and far-lane traffic is 
required, a double-channel system is available as 
an optional extra. : 

The potential uses of PETA are by no means 
confined to the operation of speed checks. By the 
use of a 35-mm. camera attachment and an 
analyser unit which is in the course of develop- 
ment, a record can be provided of the speed and 
frequency of traffic at any particular road point. 
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MECHANISATION OF COAL 
HANDLING 





Ford Tractor Division Demonstration 


FROM RAILWAY WAGON TO HOPPER 


< hep foster interest in and provide information on 
the latest mechanical aids available, the 

tractor division of the Ford Motor Co., 
Limited, recently demonstrated a selection of 
Fordson tractor ancillary coal-handling equipment 
to a representative audience from the coal distri- 
bution and railway industries at the company’s 
Dagenham works. Apart from railside hoppers to 
facilitate the discharging of coal wagons, mechani 
sation in the handling of domestic coal supplies 


was virtually non-existent prior to the end of the 


wal Even today, the traditional methods of 
mptying railway wagons and bagging and loading 
by shovel are general practice at the majority of 
the 4,800 railway and canal depots throughout the 


country 

Of these depots, 2,500 regularly employ 10 or 
more men on loading and unloading work. Yet 
only 80 of the larger ones have mechanical hand- 
ling equipment such as mobile cranes, grabs and 
hoppers. A number of Britain’s leading coal 
merchants have in recent years, equipped fully 
mechanised depots, but the proportion of domestic 
coal handled mechanically remains extremely 
small. Yet most coal merchants, from the large 
regional operators down to the smallest concerns, 
could reap some benefit from the mechanical hand- 
ling aids now available, even if only by the relief 
of the present difficulty of recruiting adequate 
suitable labour 


Neal Pelican Loader 
The Pelican loader has been introduced by R. H 
Neal and Co., Limited, Ealing, N.W.5, for the 
handling of bulk materials out of railway wagons, 


(about 20 to 30 cwt.) into the centre within reach 
of the shovel. 

The Jumbo Junior crane by F. Taylor and Sons 
(Manchester), Limited, is mounted on a Fordson 
Major tractor operated back to front to provide 
maximum manoeuvrability. It has a turning circle 
of 25 ft. The hydraulically operated grab has a 
capacity of 1} cu. yd. and the maximum clearance 
beneath the grab is 11 ft. 2 in. The crane frame is 
a triangulated steel structure with horizontal rams 
for even distribution of applied loads over the 
entire frame. Various jib extensions are available 
l cab is standard 


and an all-weather 


Muir-Hill Shunter 


4 modern method of moving rail wagons is by 
the use of a diesel shunting tractor and these 
machines are proving extremely economical in 
yards and plants. The 48-h.p. Muir-Hill Model 
100 shunter, produced by E. Boydell and Co. 
Limited, Old Trafford, is based on the Fordson 
Major tractor and weighs 8,500 lb.; it is capable 
of pushing 400,000 lb. on a straight level rail. One 
of the accompanying pictures shows one of these 
machines handling a rake of 12 wagons. In addi- 
tion, the Muir-Hill shunter is also suitable for 
moving road trailers or for other small towing jobs 
around the yards and can be provided with a 
variety of differing types of buffer plate to suit 
different applications. 

A two-wheeled dump ‘trailer manufactured by 
Whitlock Bros., Limited, Great Waldham, is 
designed for carrying rock and other heavy 
materials such as coal, and will carry loads of up 
to five tons. Tipping is by twin hydraulic rams 





Fordson Major industrial applications: 


(a Whitlock dump trailer can be seen alongside) ; 


a Muir-Hill shunter moving a rake of 12 wagons; a 
Stanhay Shovelall which can reach into difficult corners and discharge at heights up to 13 ft. 


below, a Taylor Jumbo Junior crane dis- 


charging into a hopper; and, right, the Shovelall discharging into a 4-ton coal-bagging hopper 


ularly for unloading coal and coke It is 
mounted on a Fordson Major tractor and in- 
corporates a patented grab mounting, the grab 
being rigidly attached to a jib which can be pushed 


MATT 


down by double-acting hydraulic rams. By this 
means, the lightweight grab is forced into the 


material instead of relying on its weight (as does 
a mechanical grab) which in the case of coal hand 
ling is said virtually to eliminate breakage 

Chere are two driving positions. For fast travel 
ling between sites, the Pelican is driven from the 
normal tractor position but when operating the 
grab, the driver sits facing the rear of the machine 


with an improved field of vision, Various sizes 
of grabs are available up to 28 cu. ft. capacity, 
the size which is fitted to most of the machines 


working on coal and coke, Output varies accord- 
ing to the site conditions but figures up to 25 tons 
an hour have been recorded. Breakage and spill- 
age from the bucket are negligible and with a little 
practice an operator can clear a rail wagon down 
to one hundredweight. 


The Stanhay Shovelall 

The Shovelall, developed by G. Stanhay (Ash 
ford), Limited, is also fitted to a Fordson Major 
tractor and is designed to handle coal of all sizes 
through the standard doorway of railway wagons. 
It will pick up from ground level or floor height up 
to 6 ft. and will discharge into a lorry, trailer, 
hopper or storage bin at any height up to 13 ft., 
thus avoiding the breakage that occurs with an 
excessively high drop. Hydraulic power for the 
equipment is obtained from a constantly running 
hydraulic pump which is mounted in front of the 
tractor and driven from the crankshaft. The 
standard shovel is 12 cu, ft. capacity (average 
load of coal 4 to 5 cwt.) and it is kept at a preset 
angle through all lifting or loading motions. Total 
outreach of the shovel is 12 ft. beyond the bumper. 
Under favourable conditions, work capacity is 
about ro to 12 tons an hour. Hand trimming 
necessary is from the rear corners of the wagon 


underneath the body and the positive control of 
the tipping movement from the tractor driver's 
seat enables the load to be evenly spread when 
required. The sloping sides of the body and scow, 


combined with a tipping angle of 62 deg. and a 
high clearance ensures clean discharge and a low 
centre of gravity gives maximum stability over 


rough ground The steel body measures 9 ft. 2 in 


by 7 ft. by 2 ft. deep 


Coal-Bagging Hoppers 

Four basic types of bagging hopper developed 
by C.P.C. (Southampton), Limited, have been 
designed to meet the needs of the coal distribution 
trades. The largest in the standard group is a 
1o-ton ground-level loader with a fully adjustable 
chute intended for use where large quantities of 
coal have to be bagged, and particularly useful 
for handling smokeless fuels, Overall height is 
13 ft. 3 in. and it occupies a space only ro ft. 6 in. 
square, making it practicable in sidings with little 
room to spare. A 54-6 ton hopper, occupying a 
space 9 ft. square, is also a ground-level loader 
with a fully adjustable chute, useful in medium 
sized yards or in conjunction with a ro-ton hopper, 
while a 4-ton loader occupies a similar space and 
is designed for bagging coal at lorry height. The 
fourth size demonstrated, a 2}-ton hopper, is use- 
ful in situations where lifting height is limited. It 
has an overall] height of 1o ft. and it takes up 
a space of g ft. square. Equipped with a fully 
adjustable chute, it can be used like the larger 
hoppers for all types of sacks and all types of fuel. 


a 


In his chairman’s speech at the Dunlop annual 
general meeting, Mr. G. E. Beharrell said that 
several new products were introduced from the 
factory at Manchester in 1957 with encouraging 
results. These included Duotarp tarpaulin materials 
and a new plastic material under the name of 


Trakmark, the uses of which include road marking 
and deck covering. 





During the annual summer convention of the Permanent Way Institution at Weston-su 
visit to the new factory of the Permali group at Gloucester. Left on right there are seen a! 
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» assistant civil engineer, C.LE., and 


W. L. Rigby, Aberdeen district engineer, Scottish Region, B.R. 
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demands different principles 


Nothing new under the sun ...? Perhaps not but a completely new approach 
can often help to solve an old problem—or better still—improve on methods 
Take the example of the common differential 
part of a rigid rear axle 

and to 


that have come to be traditional. 
After years of carrying it about as unsprung weight 
the imminent trend is to anchor the differential under the car body, 
provide universally jointed half-shafts with independently sprung wheels 
De Dion’s old idea has been proved a winner in recent racing. Now, there is no 
firm better placed to provide the universal joints than Hardy Spicer, nor are there 
any differentials more efficient than those by Salisbury Transmission. Look 
to Birfield for the best of transmission. Every member Company is backed by 
the resources—manufacturing and technical—of the whole Birfield Group. 


Transmission Equipment 


specialisation through the 


Birfielid Group 


LAYCOCK ENGINEERING LTD 
SHEFFIELD 
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HARDY SPICER LTD. 
WITTON, BIRMINGHAM 6 


SALISBURY TRANSMISSION LTD. 
WITTON, BIRMINGHAM 6 





LONDON SALES OfFfiCE: 
139 Park Lane, LONDON, W.1. 


Telephone: Grosvenor 5932 


SANDBACH + CHESHIRE 


Telegrams : “Fodenway” Sandbach 


FODENS LIMITED - 


Telephone: Sandbach 644 (12 lines) 











When Duttson & Knight Ltd., of Bristol, first 
employed their own road transport, a team of experts 
investigated methods of carrying liquid brewing 
sugar. 


Naturally, they consulted Scammell—for this was 
the sort of problem in which Scammell have special- 
ised for years. 


And the result? Very pleasing all round. Duttson & 
Knight now have a superb fleet of Scammell matched 
articulated 8-wheelers . . . their customers enjoy a 
first-rate delivery service . . . and Scammell have 
fulfilled repeat orders at regular intervals since they 
delivered the first tanker, built to the operator’s 
exact requirements, in 1947. Incidentally that tanker 
has just completed 350,000 miles and still maintains 
its usual unfaltering reliability. 

Perhaps you have a transport problem—if so, let 
Scammell supply the answer. Their range of vehicles 
is extensive, from 3 to 150 tons—their facilities are 
at your disposal. 


SCAMMELL LORRIES LTD 





FEATURES 


Tank shell insulated to 
keep temperatures of load 
within specified limits in 
all climatic conditions. 


Load discharged vertically 
to height of 60 ft., using 
3-in. reversing flow pump 
mounted on motive unit 
and driven by power take- 
off. 


Front outlet from tank 
adjacent to pump with 
delivery pipe from rear 
sump fitted internally and 
submerged in liquid to 
retain heat. 

Frameless construction of 
semi-trailer saves weight 
and increases payload. 
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NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 





Cork Bus Station 
Tenders for the construction of a bus station 
for C.I.E. in Cork are to be invited in the next 
few months. 
<—O<— 
Patricroft Motive Power Depot 
Work is now in progress on the reconstruction 
of the “old” engine shed at Patricroft motive 
power depot (L.M.R.) only a small section of which 
remained after the major part of the shed was 
dismantled some years ago. It is being built to 
modern standards of design for servicing steam 
locomotives and will contribute to the efficient 
working of the depot 
<—e<— 
North-Eastern Home Counties Tour 
4 tour to include the Bishops Stortford—Brain 
tree branch, the Colne Valley and Halstead line, 
the connecting line at Bedford, and the Harpenden 
Hemel Hempstead branch, has been arranged by 
the Railway Correspondence and Travel Society 
for Sunday, August 10, commencing from Liver 
pool Street at 9.57 a.m. and returning to St 
Pancras at about 7.45 p.m 
<—oe<— 
Western Region Train Cuts Listed 
Three pamphlets have been prepared by the 
Western Region to give details of trains to be 
withdrawn from june 30 under the latest economy 
drive, and covering the areas (a) London, Bristol 
Exeter and Plymouth; (b). Gloucester, Newport 
Cardiff and Swansea; and (c) Worcester, Birming- 
ham, Shrewsbury and Central Wales. A supple 
ment to the summer timetable is to be issued im 
mediately which will include all the alterations 
involved. 
<—O<c—m 
Mersey Tunnel Tolls Modified 
As proposals to increase Mersey Tunnel tolls on 
commercial vehicles have been substantially modi 
fied, the transport committee of Liverpool Cham- 
ber of Commerce has withdrawn the objection it 
submitted to the Minister of Transport. The 
Mersey Tunnel Joint Committee has now put for- 
ward the suggestion that for vehicles over 4 tons 
in weight the toll be 3s., with a similar fee for 
trailers. This is only 6d. more than the present 
charge and it has been accepted by all those 
organisations which had originally objected to the 
proposed 5s. toll. 
—<O— 
Technical Staff Needed in Malaya 
Mr. C. G. Harrison, general manager of the 
Malayan Railway, who has just retired, says that 
more than 50 per cent of the railway’s experienced 
technical expatriates have left because of “ Malay- 
anisation.’’ Out of 68 expatriates in the service 
18 months ago, only 30 are left. In time, Malayan 
officers would be capable of filling adequately 
every post in the service, he said, but the position 
became grave when technical assistance of the first 
quality could be lost before a sufficient number of 
qualifie: and experienced local men were ready 
to take over. About 25 Malayans were being 
trained abroad on all aspects of railway work, but 
recruiting of engineers on contract from overseas 
to fill vacancies was not going very well because 
of the salaries offered. Mr. Harrison is to join a 
Sydney, Australia, engineering company. 


Ghent—Terneuzen Canal 
Full agreement has been reached between the 
Netherlands and Belgium on the projected improve- 
ment of the Ghent—Terneuzen Canal, it is stated. 
It is proposed to make the canal wide and deep 
enough for the use of ships up to 690 ft. in length 
with a draught up to 36 ft. It is hoped that the 
work may start early in 1960. 
—<e@ox<— 
London Transport Locomotive Acquisition 
London Transport has acquired another 0-6-0 
steam pannier tank locomotive from the Western 
Region of British Railways. It formerly bore the 
Western Region number 5786, was built in 1929 
by the Great Western Railway at Swindon and is 
now numbered L.92 Locomotive No. L.50, an 
o-6-2 tank ex the Metropolitan Railway, which is 
being replaced by the new locomotive, was built 
by the Yorkshire Engine Company in Igor. 
<x @ <> 
Travel Staggering Discussed in New York 
New York City administration authorities, in 
conjunction with the New York City Transit 
Authority and the City Planning Commission, are 
investigating staggered hours to relieve peak-hour 
travel to and from the metropolis. The transit 
iuthority has already tried, without significant 
success, to get mid-town businesses to stagger 
employees’ hours. The city fathers are endeavour- 
ing to ascertain which businesses could advance or 
retard their starting and finishing times by up to 
30 min 
<—eo<cx 
Position of Manx Electric Railway 
A further Government statement on the financial 
position of the Manx Electric Railway says that 
after consultation with the Executive Council the 
Governor has decided to place on the agenda for 
next session of Tynwald a resolution to waive 
Standing Orders to allow the reconsideration of 
the vote of {25,000 for the railway. Earlier, fol- 
lowing the refusal of Tynwald to approve a vote 
of £25,000 to help the railway this year, the three 
Government members of the Railway Board handed 
their resignations to the Governor. They included 
Sir Ralph Stevenson, the chairman. 
<—O— 


A New Use for Soap Coupons 

From July 1« the New York City Transit 
Authority will derive additional revenue (it is 
hoped) from taking in other people’s washing—or 
rather, from accepting soap coupons. The B.T. 
Babbitt Company has negotiated a contract with 
the city transport undertaking whereby every can 
of household cleanser sold in the New York metro- 
politan area carries a coupon, Three coupons may 
be used to buy a 15-cent bus or subway ride and 
the transit authority will collect 5 cents from the 
manufacturer for every such ride The Babbitt 
company is described as an “ aggressive merchan- 
diser” prepared to expend possibly some million 
dollars on this scheme; the transit authority may 
secure additional revenue to stave off an increase 
in the 15-cent fare. Whether the Babbitt contract 
is exclusive is not known. Sour comment from 
ticket clerks is that they are “ not going to get 
worked up into a lather” counting soap coupons 
without something to show for it. 
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Pressed Steel 


In the last ten years, Pressed Steel have produced enough railway wagons to make a 
train 300 miles long. Wagons of all kinds and all gauges for home and overseas. But 
sheer capacity—the ability to meet big orders and meet them quickly—is only half 
the story. The other half is just as important, even though it cannot be expressed in 
statistics—the finish, the painstaking attention to detail, the skill and experience 
of the men you see here 


WAGONS FOR THE WORLD 








PRESSED STEEL COMPANY LIMITED 


Railway Division: Paisley, Scotland. Head Office: Cowley, Oxford. London Office: 169 Regent Street , W.1. 
Manufacturers also of Motor Car Bodies, Prestcold Refrigeration Kauinment and Pressings of all kinds, 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 
Improving British A.T.C. 


FUTURE OF W.A.A.C. 


HE Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, 
Mr. Harold Watkinson, last week authorised 
a five-year plan to modernise the United 
Kingdom national airways system, costing about 
{5 million. The plan will be started this year. 
Four new long-range radar stations are to be built 
at strategic points, one in South-East England, one 
in the Manchester area, one in the west country 
and one near Prestwick in Scotland. The plan also 
provides for the installation of electronic and other 
automatic devices for receiving, storing and dis- 
playing information required by the air traffic 
controllers. The service area covered by ground 
radar equipment for a.t.c. purposes will be con- 
siderably extended and within the next few years 
practically all the United Kingdom airways will be 
scanned by modern long-range ground radar. The 
four new stations to be built for this purpose will 
have low-level coverage of up to 85 miles on a small 
aircraft, with considerably greater ranges at 
height. The radar information will be transmitted 
automatically to the three air traffic control 
centres. Proposals for meeting these requirements 
have been put forward by the British radio industry 
and are being considered by the Ministry. The 
a.t.c. centres are to be rebuilt and re-equipped and 
work is in hand on plans to mechanise the entire 
process of flight plan handling. New accommoda- 
tion and better equipment is to be provided for the 
Ministry's air traffic control school at Hurn and 
it is also the intention to move the a.t.c, experi- 
mental unit to that airport. 


Airport Activity in March 

Air transport movements at United Kingdom 
aerodromes numbered 19,213 in March, 1958, and 
passenger traffic was 365,921, increases of 8 per 
cent and under 1 per cent respectively compared 
with March, 1957. Freight on and off loaded 
amounted to 10,140 short tons, an increase of 
8 per cent, while Post Office mail decreased by 
1 per cent to 1,553 short tons. At London Airport 
there were 7,768 air transport movements, an In- 
crease of 6 per cent over March, 1957, and 214,931 
passengers were handled, an increase of nearly 
3 per cent. Airports at which passenger traffic 
increased considerably over March, 1957, were 
Ferryfield (129 per cent), Glasgow (10 per cent) 
and Southend (9 per cent) and other substantial 
increases were recorded at Cardiff, Newcastle, 
Croydon, Scilly Isles, Land’s End and Stornoway. 


Rolls-Royce Noise Suppression on DC8 

The Douglas Aircraft Company has fitted noise- 
suppressing nozzles of Rolls-Royce design to the 
Pratt and Whitney engines in the first DC8 air liner 
which was rolled out recently at Santa Monica, 
California. This type of nozzle is being used as 
an interim device until the Douglas company’s own 
exhaust equipment becomes available. Production 
noise suppressors designed and made by Rolls- 
Royce are already fitted to the Avon engines of 
the de Havilland Comet and those airlines which 
have specified Conway engines for their Boeing 
707-420's will have Rolls-Royce suppressors in- 
corporated in the complete engine pod which is 
being built by Rolls-Royce. In addition, the 
Boeing company’s own noise suppression equip- 
ment which will be fitted to the other 707s is 
based on Rolls-Royce research. 


Circular Tours by Air 

The Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation 
has asked the Air Transport Advisory Council to 
advise him in future on applications for his ap 
prov ul of arrangements made under Section 
24(3)(C) of the Air Corporation Act, 1949, to 
carry parties on circular tours by air. These 
services are exempt from the general reservation 
of air services to the airways corporations and 
their associates, provided the arrangements are 
approved by the Minister as being in the public 
interest The decision to seek the advice of 
\.T.A.C, has been taken because of the increased 
number of applications now being received and 
the similarity of the proposed arrangements in 
some cases to the inclusive tour holiday services, 
operated under associate arrangements with the 
air corporations. British airlines are being in 
formed of the change in procedure and the neces- 
sary forms can be obtained from A.T.A.C. which 
is now ready to receive and consider applications. 


Future of W.A.A.C. 

The West African Air Transport Authority and 
the West African Airways Corporation were set up 
by a United Kingdom Order in Council, and with 
the coming independence of Ghana it was felt by 
its Government that it was no longer fitting that 
Ghana should be bound by this United Kingdom 
Order. The Ghana Minister of Communications 
accordingly informed the West African Air Trans- 
port Authority when it met early in 1957 that his 
Government could not be bound by the Order in 
Council or remain a member of the Air Transport 
Authority for more than a limited time owing to 
the rapid approach of independence. He also said 
that Ghana would, in due course, have to form its 
own airline. The Government of the Federation of 
Nigeria therefore realised that it was only a matter 
of time before Ghana would withdraw both from 
the Air Transport Authority and from West African 
Airways. The Federal Government was also aware 
that the Government of Ghana was negotiating 
with various airlines with a view to forming its 
own airline. By March of this year the position 
was still not clear and the Federal Government 
accordingly decided that it could no longer wait 
for the Government of Ghana to announce its final 
intentions as to when it would form its own airline 
and, therefore, gave notice to the Governments of 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, and the Gambia, that it 
would proceed to form a new company in Nigeria 
to perform the services at present being carried out 
by West African Airways. 

The Government decided to form a new airline, 
registered in Nigeria, with commercial partners, 
but that it would retain the controlling interest. 
The new Nigerian company will have considerably 
greater capital than the existing West African Air- 
ways Corporation and operate all West African 
Airways Corporation’s existing services, including 
the west coast service from Lagos to Dakar and 
Sierra Leone Airways, but not the internal services 
within Ghana which will be taken over by Ghana 
Airways. The new company will commence 
operation on October 1, 1958, the day after the 
present West African Airways Corporation ceases 
to exist. There will thus be no break in operation. 
The new company hopes to co-operate fully with 
Ghana Airways by reciprocal agency agreements 
and mutual technical aid. 


PRESIDENT OF THE S.M.M.T. 








Mr. REAY GEDDES, O.B.E. 


oe a. #6. ¢@ 
Elected president of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
for 1958-59, as already recorded in MODERN TRANSPORT, Mr. Anthony 
Reay Mackay Geddes, who is a managing director of the Dunlop 
Rubber Co., Limited, is the youngest son of the late Sir Eric Geddes, 
the first Minister of Transport. Born at Harrogate on May 7, 1912, and 
educated at Rugby School and Cambridge University, he joined the 
Dunlop Rubber Company in 1935, after a banking apprenticeship with 
the Bank of England. He served in England, France, Germany and 
India until the outbreak of war in 1939, when, as a member of the 
R.A.F.V.R., which he had joined as a pilot in 1937, he was recalled to 
the Royal Air Force. He served to the end of 1945, chiefly in South 
East Asia, latterly becoming Deputy Director of Air Transport at the 
Air Ministry, and was awarded the O.B.E. He rejoined the Dunlop 
company after the war as overseas sales manager, later joining the main 
board of the company and becoming the executive director responsible 
for overseas administration and sales. In 1952 he became responsible 
for the group’s general sales and distribution at home and, in 1957, 
was appointed a managing director. Mr. Geddes is a member of the 
grand council of the Federation of British Industries and of its economic 
policy committee, and a past-president of the Federation of British 
Rubber and Allied Manufacturers Associations. He has been chairman 
of the International Road Federation (London), and was a vice-president 


of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders for 1957-58. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


EASIER FOR SHIPPING 


| ee journey and running speeds of traffic in 
Central London had not altered significantly 

during the bus strike, although the number 
of vehicles had increased and the pattern of move- 
ment varied, said Mr. H. Warkrnson, Minister of 
Transport, at question time last week. He re 
stated his belief that any attempt to exercise direct 
control over the number of private cars entering 
Central London would be impracticable and un 
desirable. As regards buses, the chairman of 
London Transport had already said that there 
would have to be a considerable reduction in mile 
age in the London Transport area when work was 
resumed. Mr. C. Ossorne, his questioner, tried 
a little egging on—did “ considerable " mean with 
drawal of more than half the buses? Mr. Watkin 
son retreated into his shell; whether there was room 
left now for more than half the buses to come back 
was “like all these things a matter of opinion 
also the statement that 24 private cars equal one 
bus.’ = 


Strand Underpass through Tram Subway 

A scheme has been devised for adapting part of 
the former Kingsway tram subway as a vehicle 
underpass beneath the Strand—Aldwych inter 
section and is at present under consideration by th 
London County Council, said the Minister of 
Transport. (The section of this tunnel under Kings 
way itself is being used for commercial storage 
purposes.) 


Easier Credit for Shipping 

Restrictions placed by the Government on the 
sources from which the shipping industry can raise 
credit will be removed, the Minister of Transport 
announced in a debate on June 19. There would 
also be an end to control over the sale of ships for 
scrap, removal of shipping transfer regulations and 
Lloyds Licence Regulations—-irksome measures 
dating back in some cases to 1939—Wwould also im- 
prove the situation for British owners. He did not 
discount the possibility of further tax relief. 


Direction Indicators on Goods Vehicles 

With a view to improving the visibility of 
direction indicators where fitted to “ heavy 
lorries,’’ the Minister of Transport intends making 
regulations, to apply early next year, so that it 
would be obligatory that where traffic indicators 
are fitted to vehicles they shall conform toa certain 
standard, his Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. G. R. 
NuGENT, told a questioner. The requirement would 
not be extended to old vehicles at that time, nor 
would traffic indicators become obligatory on any 
vehicle. : 


Car Delivery Vehicles on Trade Plates 
The Minister of Transport told Miss E. Burton 
that a clause was being inserted during the com 
mittee stage of the Finance Bill to remove the 
anomaly whereby the operation of car delivery 
vehicles is made possible under general trade 
licences when carriers’ A- or B-licences are not 
required. Mr. Warkinson also told Miss Burton 
that he was pursuing inquiries into her allegations 
that drivers of such vehicles were contravening 
section 19 of the Road Traffic Act, 1930—the 

difficulty was to find people to give evidence. 


Railway Economies 

\ new statement by the Minister of Transport 
on June 18 about economy measures to be effected 
by British Railways to accommodate its wage 
agreement added little fresh in tangible develop- 
ments. The Western Region passenger train mile 
age cuts will represent 9 per cent of previous milk 
age—a total of 635 trains weekly is involved but 
not all will be withdrawn; overtime and weekend 
working has been eliminated at a number of railway 
workshops; recruitment, normally rising at this 
time of the year, is being severely reduced and 
normal wastage is not being fully replaced; over 
30 branch-line services will come before the trans 
port users consultative committees within the next 
few months. 


Road Traffic Act Enforcement 

A not unexpected question from Mr, ErRNEs1 
Davies addressed to the Minister of Transport 
asked him whether he had noted the large increase, 
noted in the summaries of the reports of the licens 
ing authorities for 1956-57, in hours and records 
offences by drivers of goods vehicles and what he 
was going to do about it. (The reports show an 
increase of g1 per cent in convictions relating to 
excessive hours and of 69 per cent in respect 
of records compared with the previous 12 
months.) Mr. G. R. H. NuGenrt, replying, repeated 
his conviction that the increases were due to the 
large number of additional vehicles on the roads 
and were not excessive having regard to that factor. 
But recruitment of additional enforcement staff 
could be undertaken. Mr. Davies countered that 
enforcement staff, now totalling 105, was five more 
than prewar, despite the higher vehicle population 
that Mr. Nugent had put forward. The Parliament 
ary Secretary explained that 52 driving examiner 
would be drawn off and “ in order to find sufficient 
scope from that number we now have authority 
to raise the establishment by 40."’ There were 
therefore good prospects of increasing the numbers 
on enforcement this autumn. 


London Airport and Gatwick Communications 

Was the Minister aware that there are no non- 
stop trains between Victoria and Gatwick Airport, 
that the minimum time taken is 40 minutes and 
that many trains take longer? asked Mr. Ernest 
Davies. Some of the benefits of siting the airport 
where it was, with a new railway station, were 
therefore lost. Mr. H. Watkinson: This matter 
needs looking into again and the Commission is 
doing so. The question of a direct surface route 
for interchange between London Airport and Gat 
wick was also being examined, he said. 

Mr. W. TEELING suggested to Mr. A. S. NEAVE, 
Joint Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Trans 
port and Civil Aviation, that as travel between 
Waterloo and London Airport via the emergency 
route set up during the London bus strike was 
quicker and cheaper than the special B.E.A. coach 
service, the latter should be abandoned. (During the 
strike, which affected the B.E.A. service, whose 
drivers are supplied by London Transport, passen- 
gers proceeded by train from Waterloo to Feltham, 
whence an emergency coach service was organised.) 
Mr. Neave said he could not support this view. The 
scheduled time for airport coaches from West 
London Air Terminal was 40 min.; via Feltham the 
time was 56 min. The coach service was provided 
free; if a proper charge was made the total fare 
would exceed the airport coach fare. 








10 


NEW MARSHALLING YARD AT MARGAM 
Railway Side of Welsh Steel Transport 








WESTERN REGION ENTERPRISE 


NONSTRUCTION is now proceeding on a new 
marshalling yard planned by the Western 
Region of British Railways. It is adjacent 


to the South Wales main line between Pyle and 
Port Talbot (Glam). Discussion with the former 
Great Western Railway regarding facilities re- 


for the development of the large strip mill 
Talbot started in 1944; this resulted 
layout plan of running lines 


the scheme as then 


quired 
project at Port 
in a comprehensive 


and sidings designed to serve 


envisaged This work was put in hand in 1947 
and completed in 1949. The Steel Company of 
Wales, however, continued to develop its works 


to keep in step with their cold reduction plants at 








Trost " Velindre, both of which are in full 
luction, and in the light of increasing rail 
raft it Port Talbot, Llanelly and other points 
Si Wales, tl scheme for the construction 
this modern yard was prepared. Parliamentary 
for the purchase of land were obtained in 
Layout 
vard, which covers an area of 178 acres, 
es 12 reception sidings with up and down 
ig lines en either side and centre hump loco- 
e return road; the hump and control tower; 
18 sorting sidings with two primary and eight 
secondary retarders; 
storage sidings (already 
constructed); lines lead 
ing to Steel Company of * ee 
Wales works an inde 
pendent line for up coal 
mpties traffic from Steel 
Company of Wales; and 
vision for a motive 
power depot at a later 
tage, also the doubling 
of the Ogmore Valley 
extension line from Mar 
gam Moors to Newlands 
ignalbox and other asso 
ciated ork 
| longest siding in 
the se up will be 
ibx t ind a 
rg of th 
gs in this gr p are 


ve the Steel Com 
any of Wales traffic 


| ind 
t layout provides for 
this. Traffic passing over the hump and through 
sorting sidings will be regulated through the 
I iun f the control tower and this, together 
ith the working of retarders, will be fully auto 


diamonds 
the rail 


proc eSS 


matic. With the exception of junctions 
ds and insulated joints, ete 


ints will be welded by the Thermit 


compounds 








Staff Provision 


\n amenity block for the accommodation of the 
vardmaster and his staff will be provided near the 


Earth-moving equipment preparing the site of the new 


hump with road access from Water Street and a 
road communication will be provided thence to the 
control tower and beyond. Another three amenity 
blocks will be distributed over the layout. Side 
slopes will be soiled and sown with grass seed; soil 
has already been set aside for this purpose. In 
addition to the control tower there will be a 
signalbox at the outlet of the sorting sidings 


Problems 


rhe construction of such a yard involved 
many problems. The River Kenfig unfortunately 
traverses the site of the layout and the river water 
is impounded in the upper reach by a weir which 
a supply of water by pumping for the 
Company of Wales. The displacement of 
and the provision of a new one on 
another site is at present in the design stage, and 
it will be necessary to build a temporary weir. 
[he welfare of small numbers of migratory fish 
has engaged the attention of British Railways and 
the River Board, and it is hoped that a solution 
has been found. The possibility of blown sand 
invading the area has not been overlooked, and 
this will be dealt with by the planting of suitable 
arrest the travel of sand towards the 


affords 
Steel 


this welr 


r > 
grasses to 


railway 
The permanent way 


plain line fittings, timbers 


The main contract which was 
entered into in June, 1957, pro- 
vided for the diversion of the 
River Kenfig, earthworks, in 
cluding the formation of the 
large borrow pit, fencing and 
footpaths, permanent way, a 
new underline bridge at Water 
Street at the London end, a fly 
over bridge at the outlet of the 
sorting sidings, small bridges 
associated with the river diver 
sion, a road bridge and culvert 
under the hump, cattle pens and 


drainage. The execution of the 
earthworks in an area covered 
in blown sand is one of the 


main governing features in carry 
ing out this scheme. Over some 


areas there is rough grass and 
vegetation, but towards the sea 
and within the contract area 
there are extensive sand dunes These must be 
stabilised against the effects of wind drift 


Earth moving 
fo date the contractor’s operations have been 
confined mainly to the moving of sand in large 





Western Region marshalling yard at Margam and, centre, the control tower under 


construction 


ind other components are being supplied by 
British Railways and in the first instance it was 
necessary to provide a suitable stacking ground 
for the reception and distribution of this material, 
some of which is new and some _ serviceable 
material recovered from re-laying. A preliminary 
contract in this connection was entered into in 
May, 1957, and made provision for the stacking of 
plain line and fittings, etc.; much of the plain line 
will be in 60-ft. preassembled lengths. This con 
tract was completed in August, 1957. 


quantities. As stated previously the scheme in 
the formation of a large borrow pit as 
otherwise the earthwork quantities would be out 
of balance. The main earthwork quanties are 
bulk excavation in levelling site, 260,000 cu. yd.; 
bulk excavation in borrow pit, 268,000 cu. yd.; 
and bulk excavation and lead to up empties 
embankment, The earth-moving 
machinery on diesel tractors, 


cludes 


25,000 cu. yd 
site includes seven 


seven 20-cu. yd. scrapers, one dragline, and main 
tenance units At the present the earthwork for 
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12 RECEPTION SIDING 


Site of Margam marshalling yard 


this great yard is about 60 per cent completed, 

One of the main determining features in com 
pleting the contract within the specified period 
will be dependent upon the flow of bottom and 
top ballast, the laying in of plain line and fittings 
ind the subsequent welding of rail joints. This 
will be a prerequisite to 
the installation of the 
electrical and other 
equipment in the control 
tower and the completion 
of retarders, cable ducts, 


cable leads and other 
services. The permanent 
way comprises about 


60,000 yd. of plain line, 
single connections, 
five diamonds, three 
single and 10 double 
compounds. 

British Railways will 
also supply all the pre 
stressed concrete units 
from Taunton concrete 
depot. Prestressed piles 
will be supplied by the 
contractor. The rq recep 
tion sidings have a 
maximum length of 2,485 
ft., minimum 1,630 ft 
the 48 sorting sidings range from 2,180 ft. down 


170 


to 935 ft. The gradient approaching the hump 
summit is 1 in 50 and that leading to sorting 
sidings is 1 in 80. In the sorting sidings the 


1 in 80 decreases to 1 in 500 and becomes level 


Mechanical Sorting 
Handling of wagons into the reception sidings 
ind through to the sorting sidings will be con 
trolled entirely from the control tower. A single 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Illustrated is a 3-car Diesel Railcar Unit for service in the North 
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~ AIRPORT LIGHTING 





New High-Intensity Equipment at Southend 


NEW high-intensity runway lighting system, 
designed by the General Electric Co., 
Limited, has recently been installed at 

Southend Airport. It provides the first installation 
of its kind on any civil airport in Britain. The 
lighting unit used (G.E.C. type ZA.105) is a new 
type employing a heat-resisting single-piece glass 
refractor giving a bi-directional high-intensity 
light distribution, together with an omni-direc- 
tional component. When used with the Osram 
200-watt 6.6-amp. series burning lamp it provides 
a Maximum intensity in the main beams of 35,000 
candelas and an average omni-directional compon- 





The new high-intensity lighting on the main 
runway at Southend Airport 


ent of 3,000 candelas. In spite of the compara- 
tively large light source, it has been possible by 
careful design to limit the height of the unit above 
ground to meet the operating requirements of 
modern aircraft. 

The airport was raised to international standards 
last year when two paved runways, taxiways and 
apron were provided and a complete G.E.C. light- 
ing system installed. This system, amongst other 
equipment, included high-intensity approach light- 
ing and low-intensity runway lighting. Whilst 
this installation enabled a very high degree of utili- 
sation to be attained, the provision of the new 
high-intensity runway system now permits the 
very fullest use of the high-intensity approach 


lighting and radar approach aid in bad visibility 
conditions such as occur from time to time. 


Displaced Thresholds 

Displaced thresholds have been provided in the 
new system, and as in the case of the low-intensity 
lighting installed earlier, these thresholds are 
marked by wing bars. For the high-intensity 
system these consist of rows of four high-intensity 
uni-directional lights (G.E.C. type ZA.104) fitted 
with green filters and 100-watt 6.6-amp. series 
burning lamps, whilst the ends of the runway are 
marked by a row of four similar units. The new 
runway lighting is operated by an entirely new 
system of remote control employing G.E.C. d.« 
Multiplex equipment, This too is the first system 
of its kind to be installed on any civil airport. The 
system comprises a number of channels each con- 
sisting of a transistorised transmitter and receiver 
and so adjusted for frequency that up to 12 
channels can operate simultaneously on a single 
pair of pilot wires. At Southend four channels are 
used at present to provide five steps of brightness 
control and monitoring on a single pair of wires 
but the same pair could accommodate additional 
channels for up to eight further control or monitor 
ing circuits. 

Provision has been made also for installing two 
high-intensity angle of approach (glide path) 
indicators later in the year. These units are high 
intensity versions of the conventional three-colour 


TRAFFIC HANDLED AT SOUTHEND AIRPORT 





No. of Passengers Freight (tons) 
Year movements handled including cars 
1948 401 757 
1951 4,045 10, 365 170 
1952 5,590 13,845 220 
1953 6,328 13,550 90 
1954 8,530 21,545 1,975 
1955 12,650 45,500 9,470 
1950 14,778 86,286 12,722 
1957 18,923 141,000 18,000 





units already installed and are designed to operate 
with 2-kW Osram projector lamps, The complete 
runway and threshold lighting circuit is energised 
by a 15-kW constant current regulator which pro 
vides closely controlled current at 6.6 amps, when 
operated at maximum brightness, and at the inter- 
mediate currents to provide four lower brightness 
settings which are available for use in less severe 
operating conditions. As a result of the facilities 
installed last year, Southend has been selected as 
an alternative to London Airport by various air- 
lines operating European services and the growth in 
traffic since 1948 may be judged from an accom- 
panying table. 

The installation of the new equipment, all of 
which was supplied by G.E.C., was carried out in 
co-operation with the airport authorities and, as 
with the previous installation, was installed by 
C. Maurice Contractors, Limited, of Bishops 
Stortford. 





Britannia Maintenance Docks 


MERCURY EQUIPMENT AT LONDON AIRPORT 


UICKER, easier and more efficient methods of 
() maintenance by bringing the maintenance 
engineers and their tools directly on to the 

job in hand are the aim of the new docks which 
have recently been installed in the British Overseas 
Airways Corporation wing hangar at London Air- 
port for servicing Britannia air liners. Designed 
from a general B.O.A.C. scheme and supplied by 
Mercury Airfield Equipment, Limited, of 
Gloucester, the newly formed associate company of 


it conforms to the entire shape of the inner wing 
concentrated work area and forward to the freight 
compartment area of a Britannia. The key position 
of the dock is, of the position of the 
Britannia’s four propellers and the staging so fits 
that the propellers can be revolved while the air- 
craft is in position in the dock. The working plat- 
form of the dock follows the dihedral angle of the 
main plane at a distance of about 5 ft. 6 in., 
thereby providing a safe working platform at an 


course 


+ a get 
om meee ee 





Attending to the outer starboard Bristol Proteus engine of a Britannia 102 in the Mercury 
maintenance dock which allows easy rotation of the propeller; right, dock staging ready for 
the insertion of a Britannia 


the old-established Mercury Truck and Tractor Co., 
Limited, which supplies many of the tractors used 
on London Airport, the four docks now in use are 
the first of this design to be erected in this country 
and it would appear that a considerable saving in 
maintenance time will result from their use. This 
saving in maintenance costs is such that tentative 
inquiries for similar docks have been received by 
Mercury from overseas operators of Britannias. 


Adaptability 

The docks at London Airport were designed and 
tailor-made to accommodate both the Britannia 
102 and 312 aircraft, and although there is a differ- 
ence of some ro ft. in the respective overall lengths 
of these aircraft the construction is such that any 
of the docks can deal with either type of aircraft. 
Built on the unit principle, each section was easily 
transported from Gloucester to London and rapidly 
assembled in the precise position previously 
marked out by B.O.A.C. technical staff. The 
docks are screwed to the floor but can easily be 
dismantled and moved elsewhere. 

The dock itself consists fundamentally of a series 
of platforms, so constructed and assembled that 


optimum working height thoughout the concen- 
trated work areas. 

For work on the engines eight elevating plat- 
forms are provided, one on each side of each engine. 
These are air-operated and adjustable over a height 
of 4 ft., with controls on the platforms themselves 
Both air and electrical services are tapped from 
permanent supplies in the hangar to a central point 
on the dock and then fed to various strategic points 
throughout the dock area. This reduces potentially 
dangerous trailing and exposed leads to a minimum 
and takes the service where it is most needed. 

Work benches are fitted at intervals on the 
staging, each bench being equipped with vice and 
rack. Once a maintenance engineer is on the job 
there is little or no need for him to leave the staging 
until his work is completed. Up to 50 men can 
easily be employed on the dock at any one time. 
By dint of platforms, lifts, electrical and air ser- 
vices, work benches and lighting, the Britannia can 
undergo major and minor overhaul and repair with 
the minimum amount of inconvenience and dis- 
location and with a quick turnround which is so 
desirable. Britannias are towed in and out of the 
dock itself by Mercury Airtug 70P tractors. 
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A NEW FEATURE OF 


AUTOMATIC ACCELERATION EQUIPMENT 


. 





The new ‘Pendulum Relay’ control system 
gives constant acceleration for trolleybuses 
under all conditions of loading, resulting in 
smoother running and closer schedules. 
Full control over all accelerating points is 
maintained. 

This equipment can easily be fitted to 
existing vehicles. 

For full details please write for leaflet DL6805-2. 


BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON 


THE BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON COMPANY LIMITED: RUGBY: ENGLAND 


an A.E.1. Compony ASIST 











for Bowater’s new 
Transport Department 





SPECIFY ‘RAX’ SLIDING STEEL 





RUSTPROOFED SHUTTER DOORS 


AND ENSURE THE BEST 


nent, Bowater Ltd., Northfleet 
Messrs. Farmer & Dark 
Messrs. Higgs & Hill Led 


The new Transport Depart 
Architect 


4 niractors 


Send for illustrated brochure to: Dept. 4, 


POTTER RAX LTD., WILTON 


73/81 Shepperton Road, London, N.1 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 





RATES.—The minimum e for classified adver- 
tisements is 7s. for 14 words or less, and 6d. for 
each additional word. The name and address of the 
advertiser is charged at the same rate. If a box 
number is used 2s. extra is charged to cover our name 
and address and postage. If set in paragraph form 
each paragraph is estimated separately. 7 
Notices and semi-display in the classij columns 
are charged at the rate of 455. per single column inch. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS should be 
addressed to THE MANAGER, Classified Adver- 
tisements, MODERN TRANSPORT, Russell 
Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 





SITUATION WANTED 


YAPTAIN, ROYAL NAVY, executive sea-going, age 42 
( retinng under golden bowler scheme in order to follow 
new career in transport, seeks opening in any form Manisty 

Mariborough House, Courtlands, Richmond, Surrey Tel 
Richmond 1756 








A UNIQUE HISTORY 





PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED 


HAVE YOU YOURS? 


INCLUDING POSTAGE 
22s. AND PACKING 


FROM PUBLISHER 


MODERN TRANSPORT 
3-16 WOBURN PLACE, W.C11 








MOBILE B.P. DISPLAY 
VEHICLE 





Bakelite Resin-Fibreglass Body 


A MOBILE display housed in an attractive four- 
wheeled road trailer, for use in Belgium 
during the World Fair, has been designed 
and built to the requirements of the British Petro- 
leum Co., Limited, by Locomotors, Limited, Birm- 
ingham, in collaboration with Harris and Sheldon, 
Limited, London. The bodywork is entirely of 
Bakelite polyester resin SR 19037 reinforced with 
Fibreglass chopped strand mat. 
The display trailer, which has moulded panels 





The Bakelite resin-Fibreglass display trailer 
for use in Belgium by British Petroleum 
Company 


on each side lifting as canopies to reveal two- 
language displays showing B.P. oil exploration and 
production, has a central through corridor for 
cinema back-projection on to a screen at the rear 
of the trailer, shieided by a smaller lifting canopy 
panel, A fourth lifting panel at the front provides 
access to the projection apparatus and display 
lighting. All the panels when closed fit impercep- 
tibly into the streamlined shape of the trailer body. 

The curved body panels, including the roof, were 
low-pressure moulded with a light-wood frame- 
work incorporated to form the finished integral 


shape, in which the higher sides make round- 
topped fins at their junction with the roof. The 
two sides of each \ifting panel were similarly 
moulded on their wooden frameworks by low 
pressure, then moulded together in a male and 
female mould. The resin used was pigmented green 
and yellow. To achieve the desired high-gloss 
finish for the familiar B.P. colours, the whole body- 
work was cellulosed and silicone-wax polished. As 
the moulding is colour impregnated, scratches and 
traffic stains will be less likely to show. The unit 
carries its own special Continental repair kit, in- 
cluding resin and glass fibre. 


Special Features 

Special the trailer include a 
yellow resin-glass fibre bumper bar into which are 
moulded polished aluminium flashing strips with 
a green plastics inlay and four 13-ft. t1-in. high 
sectional anodised-aluminium flagpoles for the B.P. 
flags which are housed when dismantled in a special 
crosswise stowage, reached through an access panel 
towards the rear of the trailer. To prevent rain 
reaching the interior, V-shaped gutter channels are 
fitted in the canopy door edges 

The steel chassis, with tubular torsion members, 
was built for Locomotors by Charles Pitt (Barton 
Stacey), Limited. The materials used for framing 
were ash, cedar and pine, the mast sockets and 
other fittings being in polished aluminium, On each 
side of the trailer beneath the flush-fitting, moulded 
lifting panels are smaller hinged rectangular panels 
faced with West African mahogany mouldings, 
and these provide access to the rear wheels and 
axles. The unusual curved roof has mushroom 
ventilators between the fins. A_ special mains 
switchboard and transformer unit is fitted to 
accept varying Continental power supplies. The 
total weight of the trailer is about 50 cwt. 


features of rear 


mere 


The Cunard Steam Ship Co., Limited, announces 
that the directors have elected to a seat on the 
board of the company Mr. Philip E. Bates. He 
has also been elected a director of Cunard White 
Star, Limited. 








SPECIAL 
i= fe) o) i 


A wide range of special bodies can 
be mounted on Trader or 10/12 
and 15 cwt. van chassis for domes- 
tic and export use. If you have 
a ‘special’ problem write us or 
‘phone Dominion 3000 Extension 
405 (Export) or 429 ( Domestic). 
We can help and advise you 


THE NEW RANGE... rear loading 
van, rear and side loading van, 
chassis and cab, chassis with cab 
fittings, chassis and front end, 
and, available soon, standard and 
de Luxe estate cars. 

ASK A FORD DEALER FORA 
DEMONSTRATION. 


Give new 
CNG OWE! 


FOR BUTCHER, BAKER, CANDLESTICK MAKER— 

















Plus these great new features for greater earning power & increased economy! 


NEW forward control design. 


weight ratio giving fast performance and low fuel con- 
sumption. Many new features for increased driver 
comfort to combat fatigue on long and short trips. 
Wide choice of standard and special bodies to suit 


Excellent power to 


design 


your special needs. Smart, modern appearance — adds 
prestige to your business. 
NEW in precision construction and balance - NEW in advanced 


NEW in low-loading height - 
styling - NEW in advanced mechanical features. 


NEW in functional 


AND. NOW MORE THAN EVER, IT’S THAMES for LOW INITIAL COST...LOW RUNNING COSTS... and FORD SERVICE, too! 


a NEW ‘5-Star’ range from 660G9 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED - DAGENHAM 





the best at lowest cost 
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HAND TRUCKS BY 
CONVEYANCER 


Skidtruk — Drumtruk — Handtruk 


BR agesery for inexpensive hand-operated equip- 
ment for movement of materials or products 
has not diminished with the advent of much 

more complicated mechanical handling devices. At 
the Mechanical Handling Exhibition, Conveyancer 
Fork Trucks, Limited, showed for the first time 
three hand trucks which are announced under the 
marque Conveyancer—Lande. The Skidtruk is a 
device resembling a hand pallet truck for moving 
cases or similar rigid objects. To lift the load, a 
steel tongue attached to the operating handle, which 
runs in a longitudinal slide, is inserted under the 
case, which is then levered up so that the truck, 
which is mounted on rollers, may be pushed under 
the case with the foot. Twin rollers in the truck 
frame enable the load to be lifted clear of the 
ground while this operation is completed The 





The Conveyancer Skidtruk (top left); two 


the Handtruk; the Drumtruk 


(bottom right) 


views of 


truck is then drawn with the handle in position 
45 deg. to the vertical. It is claimed that loads of 
up to 1,750 lb. can be handled with this piece 
of equipment. 

The Drumtruk is operated by pushing or man- 
oeurving until a pair of automatic grippers (see 
illustration) engage the rim. Application of down 
ward pressure to the handle lifts the drum which 
is carried between the three wheels of the truck 
A special virtue of this equipment, it is claimed, 


is that it is easy to draw out drums or barrels 
which are stacked close together. The truck 
provides a stable means of transport for open 


containers carrying liquids The Conveyancer 
Handtruk, which like the Drumtruk has a capacity 
of about 1,100 |b., is seen twice in the accompany- 
ing illustrations. An adjustable sharp-edged clamp 
is used to engage the rim of a drum or the battens 
f a packing case before it is levered int t! 


transport p sition 


— 
NEW YARD AT MARGAM 


(Continued from page to 

ontrol panel will be provided for the operating 
f the reception sidings signals and also for the 
manual control of the retarders and points leading 
to the sorting sidings. The diagram-type control 
panel will have the route signal switches for recep 
tion sidings at the right. The left-hand panel will 
provide an overriding manual control for sorting 
sidings points and retarders. 

While trains are standing in the reception 
sidings, a shunter walking along the train will 
list the cuts for sorting, which will be transmitted 
to the control tower and there transferred to a 
punched paper tape. When the train is to be 
humped the punched tape will be fed into a reader 
which will route wagons to their correct sidings as 
the cuts come over the hump. The control of the 
retarders will be entirely automatic, calling for no 
action on the part of the operator under normal 
conditions. The correct release speed will be cal- 
culated by a computor taking into account the 
rolling resistance of the wagon, distance it has to 
run in the siding and the curvature of the track, 
and the correct pressure will be applied to the 
retarder by means of a servo system which will 
take into account the required leaving speed and 
the weight of the wagon. The operator could, 
however, override any part of the automatic 
system if this should be necessary. In the case of 
the points a separate switch will be provided for 


each set of points; each retarder will have a 
manual control switch. 
Contractors 


Main contractor for signalling system, retarders 
and automatic control equipment is Metropolitan- 
Vickers GRS, Limited, and the installation is 
being carried out under the supervision of Mr. 
A. W. Woodbridge, Western Region signal engineer. 
Main contractor for civil engineering work is Sir 
Robert McAlpine and Sons (South Wales), Limited, 
which is dealing with earthwork, permanent way, 
bridgeworks, drainage and fencing, and John 
Morgan (Builders), Limited, which is building the 
control tower. This work is being carried out under 
the supervision of Mr. M. G. R. Smith, chief civil 
engineer, Western Region. 





Following negotiations between Government 
delegations of the Netherlands and the Soviet 
Union, K.L.M. (Royal Dutch Airlines) will in- 
augurate a weekly service between Amsterdam and 
Moscow on July 21. Representatives of Aeroflot 
and K.L.M. have reached full agreement concern- 
ing co-operation on the new route. Both will 
operate weekly between Amsterdam and Moscow 
throughout this summer and coming winter, and 
the intention is to raise the frequency to two flights 
weekly as from 1959 summer schedules. K.L.M. 
fly via Warsaw with Douglas DC6B, while Aeroflot 





will fly direct with Tupolev 104A aircraft. 
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REORGANISED BOILER SHOP 





Progressive Flow 


at Crewe Works 





OME reorganisation has recently been carried 
out in the boiler shop at Crewe Locomotive 
Works of London Midland Region, British 

Railways, covering the plating and welding sec- 
tions, which are concerned with the preparation 
and fabrication of sub-assemblies for locomotive 
construction and the welding of fabricated com- 
ponents generally. The aim throughout the re- 
organisation has been towards a progressive flow 
of work, the improvement of working conditions 
and prevention of accidents, the provision of im 
proved accommodation for tools and small stores 
and improved facilities for handling and storage of 
gas cylinders f 


Clearly Defined Gangways 

In the rearrangement, the gangways of the shop 
have been clearly defined by means of white lines 
painted on the floor in combination with fabricated 
steel markers. This ensures that clear passage is 
maintained for both pedestrian and motor traffic 
and facilitates movements about the shop. The 
fabricated markers are simple structures manu- 
factured in welded steel plate and suitably painted. 
A unit-type welding compound has been adopted 
which, while achieving a robust construction and 


position, To prevent their receiving shocks during 
unloading and handling, special damping mats 
have been provided. 

At ten strategic points throughout the shop, a 
long-handled gas-cylinder key kas been provided 
and clearly labelled. Thus, in the event of any 
emergency involving the necessity to close a gas 
cylinder cock from a distance greater than that 
afforded by the normal key, a suitable tool is avail- 
able and readily visible. 


Special Trucks 

Each permanent working position in the shop is 
provided with its own stand for cylinders, thus 
avoiding the risk of cylinders being accidentally 
knocked over. For temporary working positions 
and for the general transport of cylinders around 
the shop, special trucks fitted with shock-absorbing 
springs have been provided, and these enable the 
cylinders to be located safely in the upright posi- 
tion without being subject to shock or to the risk 
of being knocked over. 

In order to economise in floor space whilst pro- 
viding adequate storage for individual workmen's 
tools and so on, four-compartment tool boxes have 
been provided to replace the single boxes 





Clear gangways and progressive work flow are features of the reorganised boiler shop at 

Crewe Locomotive Works; here are seen the layout for fabricating diesel-electric shunting 

locomotive components and, right, the gas-cylinder station with its special stands and clear 
cautionary notices 


permanent appearance, can be dismantled and re- 
erected without difficulty should re-siting be neces- 
sary at any time. The components, tubular stan- 
chions and sheet-metal walls, are bolted together 
so that the components can equally well be used 
for the erection of draught screens or other general 
partitions. 

The internal surfaces of the compounds are 
painted in a matt finish in order to obtain a low 
degree of light reflection and so minimise the effect 
of the glare of the welding arc. Provision is made 
inside each compound for the display of working 
drawings so that these can be consulted readily 
during fabrication. The drawing is held at a con- 
venient height by means of spring clips attached 
to one of the wall panels. 


Progressive Flow of Work 

rhe flow of work has been arranged on progres 
sive lines, and a typical example is given in the 
left-hand picture in our illustration, which shows 
the layout for the production of fabricated sub 
assemblies for diesel-electric shunting locomotives 
All assembly fixtures and similar special equip- 
ment have been painted in maroon to make them 
readily distinguishable and each station is further 
identified by a name-board which is attached to 
an adjacent crane stanchion and which indicates 
the particular component being dealt with in that 
area 

Because of the increase in the variety of gases 
used in production processes, special attention has 
been paid to the identification, storage and hand- 
ling of gas cylinders, so obtaining the best form 
of handling and control with a maximum degree 
of safety, and a gas-cylinder station has been set 
up in a convenient position in the shop. The 
station is divided into two sections, embracing 
full and empty cylinders respectively, and each 
section is further divided between fuel and non- 
fuel gases. Suspended in a central position over 
the station is a large notice board reproducing the 
three major precautions which are necessary in the 
handling of gas cylinders and a panel showing the 
standard colour code which is used to identify the 
content of cylinders. 


Gas-Cylinder Stands 
The design of the stands for the accommodation 
of both full and empty cylinders provides for 
secure holding of the cylinders in the vertical posi- 
tion in such a manner that they are readily identi- 


previously used. General-user tools and small con- 
sumable stores are now dispensed from a central 
store, which also embraces a reclamation depot in 
which nuts and bolts and other reclaimable items are 
reconditioned and made available for further use. 

Opportunity has been taken to instal a first-aid 
station, which has proved of considerable value in 
the prompt treatment of minor injuries. Emphasis 
has however been placed wherever possible upon 
the need for accident prevention. Due regard has 
been paid to the joint consultation procedure in 
effecting this reorganisation and the improvements 
have been carried out with the full co-operation 
of the staff concerned. 


——as fy 
CAPE ASBESTOS 
RESULTS 


Healthy Increase in 1957 


ET profit before tax of the Cape Asbestos 
group of companies for the year ended 
December 31, 1957, amounted to {1,421,021 

compared with {1,154,595 for 1956, states the 
group’s Annual Report and Accounts published on 
May 20. This is the highest in the 64 years of the 
comp iny’s history. The Cape Asbestos group com 
prises the world’s largest producers of Amosite and 
Blue asbestos, obtained from their South African 
mines, and are the manufacturers of the well-known 
Caposite range of thermal insulation materials, 
Asbestolux asbestos insulation board, Capasco 
brake and clutch linings and a diversified range of 
other products. 

In his statement, the chairman, Mr. Giles 
Newton, pointed out that since the end of 1954, 
when {1,564,000 new capital was subscribed, some 
£2,875,000 had been invested in capital additions, 
{1,251,000 in 1957. The group turnover during the 
year yielded a healthy increase over 1956. While 
the volume of export of manufactured goods 
remained at about the same level as in 1956, exports 
of crude asbestos from South Africa to the United 
States of America and Canada increased appre- 
ciably. The year 1957 had been one of steady 
improvement at the South African asbestos mines 
and developed ore reserves at all the main centres 
had been substantially increased. Exploration of 





here was an old woman who lived in a shoe 


With dozens of children—a mad thing to do 


With her family allowance she could easily go 


On an Air-India holiday to Tokyo! 


Daily to Bombay: Super-G Constellations AlR-INDIA 


with luxurious slumberettes and sleepers; 
Onward connections throughout the Far East 


66 Haymarket London W! TRAfalgar 4541 & Manchester, Birmingham, Glasgow 


Fate Raational 














EQUIPMENT 


VACUUM BRAKE 


Amongst the outstanding advances in Vacuum Brake 
design during recent years are 


PRESTALL wrought steel BRAKE CYLINDERS, a revolutionary design 


that saves 40% deadweight. 


WESLAK lightweight steel AUTOMATIC SLACK ADJUSTERS which 


ensures even brake block pressure and smooth braking. 


fiable and have their taps in the most accessible new deposits was being actively pursued. 


London Bus Strike 


SETTLEMENT PROPOSALS 











HE proposals of June 19 upon which the way workshops staff arising from the present negotia- 
seven-week London Transport bus strike tions. This is in line with normal practice. 


Q.S.A. (QUICK SERVICE APPLICATION) VALVES, which improve the overall 





was eventually brought to an end were as 
follows: 

1. Central Road Services drivers and conductors to 
receive an increase of 8s. 6d. per week with effect 
from the date of resumption of work 

2. Green Line single-deck coach drivers to receive 
an agreed increase with effect from the date of 
resumption of work 

3. A joint review of the wages of the excluded staffs 
to be carried out on the merits of the case. This 
review to start on the day before the resumption of 
work and to be completed not later than July 1. Any 
increase agreed as a result of this review to be payable 
on and from July 2. 

In an endeavour to remove any misunderstandings 
concerning the intentions of the review and to assist 
in securing an agreed and orderly resumption of duty, 
the London Transport Executive and the union agree 
that the intention of the review will be to provide an 
upward trend in wage levels. 

In so far as the maintenance staffs are concerned, 
any increase arising from the review will not be less 
than an adjustment in wages which may be granted 
to London Transport Executive works staff and rail 


In so far as the Country Services staff are concerned, 
it is not the intention that any decision arising from 
the review shall leave the wages of such staff in an 
unfavourable position compared with cther staffs 
inside the London Transport Executive road services 
or comparable grades elsewhere 

4. Neither staff whose labour has been withdrawn 
nor staff who have reported for duty during the period 
of withdrawal of labour shall be prejudiced either by 
the Executive or by the union by their actions during 
this period. The Executive and the union to under 
take to use their best endeavours to ensure that this 
agreement is observed in the spirit as well as in the 
letter. 

5. It is agreed that the schedules posted for opera- 
tion on April 30, May 14 and June 25 wil) continue 
to remain as the basis of operation on resumption of 
work. Having regard, however, to the present financial 
position of London Transport and to meet the needs 
of the public and the staff, London Transport 
Executive and Transport and General Workers’ Union 
agree jointly to examine the whole operation of the 
bus services, with a view to the necessary adjustments 
being made to provide a service commensurate with 
public demand. 

Editorial comment on page 1. 





efficiency of vacuum brakes. 


WESTEX high efficiency EXHAUSTERS. 
WESTAL diecast COUPLING HEADS which combine strength and 


durability with light weight. 


Agents :—Bellamy & Lambie, Johannesburg 


The photograph above, reproduced by courtesy of British Railways, Southern Region, shows the famous "Golden Arrow’ 
Pullman Boat Train which is equipped with Westinghouse Vacuum Brake Equipment including Q.S.A. Valves. 


Made in England by— 
Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd., 82 York Way, Kings Cross, London, N.1 


India—Sexby & Farmer (india) Private Led., Colcutta 
Australia—Westinghouse Brake (Australasia) Pty. Ltd., Concord West, N.S.W. 
South Africa~Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. $.A. (Pty.) Ltd., Johannesburg 


80 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF RAILWAY BRAKES 



























for the oer 
BULK ‘LieuIDs 


Harts Lane, North Street, 
Tel.: RIPPLEWAY 0366 (4 lines) 
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SILVER ROADWAYS LTD. 


Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts 


CARDIFF 


10 Dumfries Place 
CARDIFF 21631 


SWANSEA 


Exchange Buildings 
SWANSEA 54171/5 


BRISTOL 











Peamore Garages, Alphington 
KENNFORD 485 


BIRMINGHAM 


323 High St., West Bromwich. 
Staffs. 
WEST BROMWICH 2801 


LLANELLY 


Morta Works, Lianelly 70 Prince Street West Bridgford 
LLANELLY 4302 BRISTOL 22315 NOTTINGHAM 83481 


NDON 22.24 Bermondsey Wall West, S.£.16 BERmondsey 4533 


GLASGOW 
12 Dixon Street, C.2 
CITY 3381 


LIVERPOOL 


CENTRAL 6386 


NOTTINGHAM 








11 Old Hall Street, Liverpool, 3 


Pavilion Bullding, Pavilion Road 

























PICKFORDS HEAVY HAULAGE SERVICE 


Abnormal Loads e Lifting 
MOBILE CRANES FOR HIRE e_ Branches in all large towns 


























Official Notices, Tenders, and other announcements, can 
be accepted up to first post Tuesday morning for insertion 
in the current week's issue. 


OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Rate: 45s. per single column inch. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES 
MODERN TRANSPORT, 3-16 WOBURN PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 
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DOCKS 


and Freight.... 


THAMPTON 


for Passengers 


Quick distribution of perishable and 
other cargoes 


Ideal transit port for the Continent 


(MH A 


Good sites for factories and 
distribution depots 





ENQUIRIES TO: 
Chief Docks Manager 
SOUTHAMPTON 
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PLYMOUTH cuutpay pork 


for Passengers, Mails and Cargo 
Quick handling and despatch 
Extensive storage facilities 


ENQUIRIES TO: 
Dock Manager, PLYMOUTH 
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SMITHFIELD STRIKE INQUIRY 





Causes Investigated 





-_* the conclusion of the inquiry held by the 
committee of investigation at Church House, 
Westminster, on Monday this week into 

the causes and circumstances of the nine-week 
unofficial strike by members of the T. and G.W.U. 
employed by the Wholesale Meat and Provisions 
Transport Association at Smithfield Market in 
London, Mr. F. Eastwood, secretary of the road 


haulage group of the union, was asked by the 
chairman, Professor D. T. Jack, what in his view 
were the principal causes of the stoppage. Mr. 
Eastwood replied that the principal contributory 
factor was the delay in using the negotiating 
machinery, the Joint Industrial Council for 
London Meat Carriers. He also accused the 


employers of “looking over their shoulders "—a 
reference to the wider wage claim now before the 
N.].1.C. for the Road Haulage Industry in respect 
of the 30 m.p.h. speed limit for heavy goods 
vehicles. He did not think there were any weak 
nesses in the negotiating machinery. Answering 
the same question, Mr. H. F. Minter, chairman of 
the W.M.P.T.A. (which nominates members to 
the employers’ panel of the meat J.I.C.) blamed 
the delay on failure of the union to consult in full 
its membership, hastened by the action of un- 
officiat elements outside the sphere of official 
negotiations. He pointed out that it was open to 
either side to convene a meeting of the J.1.C. at 
any time. 

Mr. Eastwood had opened his submission by 
explaining that an application to the J.I.C. for a 
15 per cent increase on basic rates was made in 
June last year. It was based on an agreement 
which he said was reached with British Road 
Services dealing with the consequential effect of in- 
creasing the legal speed limit. It was suggested to 
the meat trade employers that the claim should be 
dealt with on an overall basis, as other matters 
were affected. After various meetings the employers 
indicated on April ro this year that they were not 
prepared to accede to the application. The stop- 
page commenced on April 19-20. 


Benefits of Higher Speed 


Expected advantages of the higher speed were: 
faster running times; improvement in tractor opera- 
tion; compensation in respect of long book-offs; 
subsistence allowances saved; greater availability 
of vehicles. He said also that B.R.S., whic 
was to apply a 15 per cent increase over all its 


fleet, owned over 50 per cent of the vehicles 
chartered to United Carriers, Limited (which 
controls wholesale transport from Smithfield 


market and elsewhere). 

In his submission, Mr. Minter (who is vice- 
chairman on the employers’ side of the J.I.C.) 
said that those affected by the change in the speed 
limit formed a very small proportion of the whole 
—about 200 of the 1,700 workers covered by the 
negotiations. Moreover, of those 200, about 80 
were employed on local distribution work, where 
a change in the speed limit could have little, if 
any, practical effect. Had the claim been confined 
to the men actually affected, there was no reason to 
doubt that it could have been quickly settled by 
negotiation. 

The employers had always been ready to concede 
that some adjustment in pay, although not an 
increase of 15 per cent, would be warranted for 
these men if and when they were asked to take 
advantage of the higher speed limit. They had 
not so far been asked to do so. The position arising 
was a national one and road haulage employers 
thought it should be dealt with thus. The B.R.S. 
agreement was quite inappropriate to the London 
meat carriers and he noted that it had not been 
implemented after the passage of one year (the 
B.R.S. agreement in principle was announced in 
June, 1957). The workers’ side had made reference 
to what was called the “ 11-hour complex (whether 
or not a vehicle was driven over that period) ” 
and wanted the working day reduced to 1o hours. 


Pius Payments 


The London meat workers already enjoyed 
wages Om average 12 per cent above those of 
B.R.S. drivers. Meat drivers received, first, an 
additional 8s. per week as the result of arbitra- 
tion; those on retail work received 8s. plus 27s., 
tractor drivers received a plus payment of 
21s.-278. over the statutory rates. There were 


restrictions on starting times and on night work; 
drivers did not pull back their loads as was 
commonly the custom elsewhere in haulage; an 
experimental sick-pay scheme had been introduced. 
rhe employers had agreed to an investigation of 
drivers’ work sheets for March in order to assess 
possible savings from 30 m.p.h. running, but 
before that could be arranged the strike intervened. 
The chairman questioned Mr. Eastwood on the 
constitution of the J.I.C.; would he not agree that 
it was mandatory that when negotiations could 
not be resolved they should be referred to the 
Minister for the Industrial Court? Mr. Eastwood 
agreed but added that the workers’ side felt that 
the negotiating machinery had not been exhausted. 
He admitted that members had not been specific- 
ally asked whether they wished the dispute to be 
referred to the Minister of Labour for him to make 
a reference to the Industrial Court. The union, he 
submitted, had taken every opportunity to end 


the unofficial stoppage. Subsequently Mr. K. H. 
Jackson, road transport officer of the union, 
admitted that he drew attention at a meeting to 
the J.I.C. constitution clause relating to com- 
pulsory arbitration in certain circumstances—" I 


drew their attention to that, but reference to 
arbitration was flatly rejected.’’ The chairman: 
Rejected in the full knowledge that their action 
was contrary to the constitution of the J.I.C.? 
It was, sir. 

In further answers to the chairman, Mr. East 


wood said that there was no complete document 


setting out the basis of wages and conditions 
issued under the auspices of the J.I.C., although 
the union issued an unofficial booklet. The two 
parties relied on the minutes of J.I.C. meetings 


and upon Road Haulage Wages Orders for general 


conditions. To this, Mr. Minter, questioned by 
the chairman, said that the employers would 
object to what they feared would be the extrac 
tion of clauses from the Road Haulage Wages 


Order and their simplification in the way the union 
wanted. The employers, he told the chairman, 
were prepared to have the dispute go to arbitra 


tion, but the strike had intervened. 
B.R.S. Agreement and Meat Hauliers 
B.R.S. had expressed willingness to negotiate 


on the general 30 m.p.h. issue, said Mr. Eastwood, 
but the R.H.A., representing independent hauliers, 
had said there could be no common approach by 
both sides of the industry, and the T. and G.W.U. 
had therefore continued its negotiations with 
B.R.S. alone, resulting in the 1957 agreement. He 
agreed that the present claim might have wider 
repercussions in other quarters. Replying to more 
questions, Mr. Minter explained that the B.R.S. 
principles could not be applied in the meat J.I.C. 

because the percentage of the meat fleet affected 
was very much smaller; in B.R.S. possibly 60-70 
per cent of the vehicles could benefit. Then, too, 
the London meat carriers bore several plus pay- 

ments which the B.R.S. agreement was designed 
to replace. 


No Union Concessions 


Speaking about the proceedings of a joint sub- 
committee of the J.I.C., which was set up to study 
all aspects of the wage claim, Mr. E. J. Booth, for 
the employers, stated that it came out that some 
vehicles had not been effectively employed for the 
whole period for which wages were paid. It was 
clear after discussions that the union was not 
prepared to make any concessions on starting 
times or any other matter of consequence. It was 
not very helpful and offered no countervailing 
suggestions that would have justified the employers 
making an offer on their part 

Mr. Minter questioned whether as many as 30 
carriers had agreed to pay any award in order to 
retain their labour during the strike (this was a 
claim by Mr. Eastwood), but in any event few or 


none of them were represented on the J.I.C. and 
they would not be meat carriers in the full sense 
of the term. He added that the 12 per cent 
higher wages already paid by J.I.C. members 


meant that their competitive position was weakened 
and traffic was diminishing (Mr. Minter did not 
specify whether he was referring to meat or to 
general traffic). He promised to put in evidence 
of the decline. The chairman announced that it 
might be necessary to call the two parties before 
him again before he presented his report to the 
Minister, Sitting with him were Mr. D. K. Rollit 
a member of the council of the British Employers 


Confederation, and Mr. W. A. Morrison, general 
secretary of the National Union of Printing, Book 
binding and Paper Workers. Professor Jack is 


Professor of Economics at the University of 
Durham. 

Bulk drivers at Smithfield returned to work on 
Monday; in order to bring the market back into 
operation in an economic manner, retail drivers 
returned on Tuesday and full working was expected 
on Wednesday. On Monday it was announced that 
a committee of inquiry is to be appointed by the 
Minister of Labour to inquire into the basic 
causes of troubles at Smithfield Market when the 
present investigation into the recent unofficial 
strike has been completed. Its terms of reference 
will be to inquire whether there are any causes of 
industrial unrest arising from the present arrange 
ments for the delivery, handling and distribution 
of meat in Smithfield Market, and to report. 





Swissair reports an increase in freight traffic of 
over 40 per cent for the first four months of 1958 
compared with the same period last year, with a 
total of 5,961,806 tonne-kilometres performed from 
January to April. A considerable part of the in- 
crease was due to the heavy demand for freight 
space on the Far East route. Freight traffic in 
Europe rose in the first quarter of 1958 by 22 per 
cent over the same 1957 period; on the North 
Atlantic it increased by 17 per cent and on the 
South America route it was more than four times 
as great as a year previously. In the Near and 
Middle East traffic the volume of freight did not 
reach the 1957 level, which was exceptionally high 
because of the Suez crisis. 





Spencer House in Service 





B.M.M.O. GARAGE AND COACH STATION IN 
CENTRAL BIRMINGHAM 





LTHOUGH the new coach station of the Birm- 
ingham and Midland Motor Omnibus Co., 
Limited, in Digbeth, Birmingham, is not 

likely to be completed until the end of July, it 

was, for the convenience of the public, brought 
into service on June 20. As a tribute to the out- 
standing services to the company given by its 

chairman, Mr. J. Spencer Wills, over the past 12 

years, it has pleasingly been named Spencer House. 

The company acquired the site, plumb in the centre 

of Birmingham, in 1925 and a garage, with its 

integral coach station, was opened on January 3, 

1929. 

Various alterations have been made since then 

to cope with the expansion of traffic, including a 





one-time restaurant across the street. Since the 


war traffic has again increased phenomenally. The 
mileage on Midland “ Red” coach services opera- 
ted from Digbeth has increased from 703,000 car- 
miles in 1946 to 1,494,000 last year and coach pas- 
sengers have gone up from 168,000 to 375,000 in 
annual totals. Saturday peak traffic has grown 
from 350 vehicles with 10,500 passengers to 500 
with 16,000 passengers. From 1947, when there 
were four coach cruises, the number has grown to 
22. Obviously the time for comprehensive recon- 
struction had come and it is this complex task 
which is nearly finished now. We propose to take 
an early opportunity to describe and illustrate this 
fine example of an urban coach station, offices and 
garage, which typifies the determination of bus 
operators generally to serve the public. 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 





Farewell Dinner to Mr. H. Clay 


HE B.R.S. board of management gave a fare- 
well dinner to Mr. Harold Clay on Tuesday 
last week to mark his pending retirement at 

the end of the month. The board was supported 
by the divisional managers and officers of B.R.S. 
headquarters and of the Commission. The chair- 
man of the board, Major General G. N. Russell, re- 
ferred to Mr. Clay’s long association with trans- 
port, both as an officer of the T. and G.W.U. and 
as an original member of the Road Haulage Execu- 
tive and subsequently the B.R.S. board of manage- 
ment. He paid tribute to the invaluable service 
which Mr. Clay had rendered and the sound advice 
which he had always given to the board. Before 
Mr. Clay finally severs his connection with B.R.S., 
it is the intention to make a presentation to him 
* * + 


In furtherance of the proposals for decentral- 
isation of management within the Western Region 
of British Railways, the appointment is announced 
of Mr. W. R. Stevens, M.Inst.T., as divisional 
trafhc manager, Cardiff, with effect from July 1 
rhis is the first of four such appointments to be 
made. Mr. Stevens will co-ordinate and control all 





Mr. W. R. Stevens 


commercial and operating functions in the South 
Wales area under the revised organisation with 
responsibility to the assistant general manager 
(traffic), Mr. A. C. B. Pickford. Mr. Stevens was 
educated at Clifton College and entered the service 
of the Great Western Railway in the general 
manager's office in 1919. Subsequently he served 
in important operating positions at Paddington, 
Gloucester and Newport, being appointed as divi- 
sional superintendent, Newport, in 1946. He was 
appointed South Wales area officer, located at 
Cardiff, in 1956. Mr, Stevens is a past chairman 
of the South Wales and Monmouthshire section of 
the Institute of Transport. 
* * * 

Mr. S. J. B. Skyrme has been appointed to suc- 
ceed Mr, C. W. Wroth as general manager of the 
Potteries Motor Traction Co., Limited, on the 
latter's retirement on 
November 1 next. Mr. 
Skyrme commenced his 
training in the engin- 
eering department of 
the former Belfast 
Omnibus Co., Limited, 
in 1929, subsequently 
joining the engineering 
department of United 
Automobile Services, 
Limited, in 1931. He 
held a number of 
appointments, becom- 
ing area engineer in the 
county of Durham. In 
1949 he was appointed 
chief engineer to East 
Midland Motor Services, 





Mr. S. J. B. Skyrme 


Limited, until June, 
1952, when he took up the position of chief 
engineer with North Western Road Car Co., 


Limited. Since 1954 he has been general manager 
of East Midland Motor Services. 
* * * 

A memorial service to the late Mr. W. J. Everard, 
managing director of F. T. Everard and Sons, 
Limited, will be held at Allhallows Berkyngechirche 
by the Tower on Tuesday, July 1, at 12 noon. 

* * * 

We record with regret the death of Mr. W. J. 
Bridge, a former vice-chairman of Lancashire 
County Council County Highways and Bridges 
Committee and also formerly a deputy Traffic Com- 
missioner for the North Western Area. He was 8o. 

* * 

Mr. H. M. Alderson Smith, LL.M., has been 
appointed chairman of Lancashire United Trans- 
port, Limited, and Sir Robert A. Cary, Bart., M.P., 
deputy chairman to fill vacancies caused by the 
death of Sir Joseph Nall, the former chairman. 

* * * 


We record with regret the death of Mr. A. K. 
Hollisher, formerly general transport manager of 
Boots Pure Drug Co., Limited, Nottingham. Mr. 
Hollisher, who was 61, was appointed general 
transport manager in 1946 after holding the posi- 
tion of traffic manager. He retired last year. 

* * * 

Arising from the retirement of Mr. H. Carter, 
M.C., <A.M.I.C.E., M.1I.Struct.E., new works 
engineer, the following London Transport appoint- 
ments have now been announced; 

Mr. A. C. Edrich, A.M.L.C.E., to be civil engineer (mainten- 


ance) 
Mr. H. G. Follenfant, O.B.E., T.D., B.Sc.(Eng.), M.1.C.E., 
A.M Inst.T., to be new works engineer. 


Mr. L. E. Hawkins, M.B.E., BSec., A.C.GI, M.LC.E., 
M.1.Struct.E., to be civil engineer (general). 
Mr. H. Chanter has been made an officer of the Executive, 


retaining the title of permanent way engineer. 
* * * 


At a ceremony at Bowater House, London, last 
week, Mr. Stanley Bell, a director of the Bowater 
Paper Corporation, Limited, presented Bowater 
drivers with medals and bars to medals on behalf 
of the Royal Society for Prevention of Accidents, 
supplemented by cash awards from the Corpora- 
tion. In four million miles of Bowater driving in 
Britain during 1957, 196 drivers qualified in the 
1957 Ro.S.P.A. competition. This represents an 8 
per cent achievement in terms of those eligible for 
the 1957 competition, and is very considerably 
higher than the national average. One Northfleet 
driver is the holder of a 17-year accident-free record 
and there are London and Sittingbourne drivers 
each with 11-year records. 


Small and Parkes, Limited, announces that Mr. 
Eric Loram has been appointed general sales 
manager with effect from June 23. 

* * * 

We record with regret the death of Mr. A. C. 
Fabyean Windeatt, a solicitor practising in the 
Western area traffic courts. 

* * 

Mr. William J]. Wallace has been appointed 
director of the international division of the Rail- 
way Express Agency, reporting directly to the 
president. 

* * * 

Mr. D. W. Brisbane, chairman of B.P. Refinery 
(Kwinana), Limited, was awarded the C.B.E 
in the Birthday Honours List for public services in 
Australia. Also awarded the C.B.E. was Mr 
A. W. G. Trantor, for public services in Aden, 
where he has been general manager of the B.P 
Aden refinery since 1954. The M.B.E, went to 
Mr. A. L. Bannister, training manager of Kuwait 
Oil Co., Limited. These awards were notified in 
the Commonwealth of Australia List and the 
Colonial Office List 

* * * 

Sir William Currie, C.B.E., chairman of the 
Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Com 
pany, on Tuesday received one of the two 1958 
awards made by The Accountant for the most in- 
formative set of accounts issued in 1957. The 
presentation was made by Sir John Braithwaite, 
chairman of the council of the Stock Exchange 
The Accountant instituted the awards in 1954 
They are both of equal rank. One is for large 
companies, and the other for smaller companies 
requiring less complex accounts than those of a 
large group. 

* * 

We regret to record the death of Mr. H. 
Dymond, former service manager of A.C.V. Sales, 
Limited. His career began in 1908 when he was 
first employed at the Cricklewood works of the 
former London General Omnibus Co., Limited. 
From 1914 until 1919 he served with the Motor 
Transport Division of the Army Service Corps, and 
saw service in Egypt, Salonika and France. He 
subsequently became principal demonstrator for 
the sales department of the Associated Equipment 
Co., Limited, then chief chassis inspector. -In 
1938, he was appointed service manager, a position 
he held up to his retirement in 1955. 

* * * 

Lord Dynevor has accepted the invitation of the 
Minister of Transport to be the first chairman of 
the Milford Haven Conservancy Board. Consulta- 
tions are now in progress about the other appoint- 
ments to the board. Lord Dynevor is deputy chair- 
man. of Sun Insurance Office and Sun Life Assur- 
ance. He is also a director of Richard Thomas and 
Baldwins, Limited. Esso Petroleum Co., Limited, 
also announced last week that the decision has now 
been made to proceed with building the refinery 
and marine installation at its site near Milford 
Haven and work on the site will start immediately. 
The estimated cost of construction is £18 million. 
The new refinery is planned initially to process 
4-5 million tons of crude oil per annum. 

* * 


Mr. Allan C. Cooper, general sales manager of 
I.T.D., Limited, has recently been elected presi- 
dent of the British Industrial Truck Association. He 
has also been appointed 
to the British national 
committee of the 
Fedération Européenne 
de la Manutention, an 
organisation devoted to 
the creation and main- 
tenance’ of common 
standards of practice in 
the engineering indus- 
tries with particular 
reference to handling 
techniques He joined 
I.T.D. in 1947, devel- 
oped its projects and 
planning branch, and 
produced the prototype 
for the first Stacatruc 
EH unit. Following the 
absorption of I.T.D. by 
Austin Crompton Parkinson Electric Vehicles, 
Limited, he was appointed U.K. division manager, 
and after having organised this division was given 
the franchise to investigate technical selling in 
various overseas markets. Eighteen months after 
accepting this appointment he was made general 
sales manager of [.T.D., Limited. He is a founder 
member of the British Industrial Truck Association 
and a ceuncil member of the Institute of Materials 
Handling. 





Mr. A. C. Cooper 


* * * 


At a special function in Manchester earlier this 
month, Mr. W. E. Macve, divisional manager, 
North Western Division, British Road Services, 
presented 13 employees of B.R.S. (Parcels), 
Limited, in the North Western Area, with gold 
watches in recognition of long service with the 





Mr. W. E. Macve (centre) with Mr. H. 


Jordan (left) and Miss BE, Wigle 
two recipients at the B.R.S. 
presentation (see paragraph) 


(right), 
hester 


parcels company and its predecessors. The total 
service of these employees is 630 years. Six were 
from Manchester, five from Liverpool and two from 
Preston. Of the 13 recipients, 11 started 
their transport life with Sutton and Co., Limited. 
One, Mr. Clarke, has a parcels agency at his home 
at Oldham which has been carried on for the past 
38 years. The employee with the longest service 
was Mr. R. Wilson (57 years’ service), who started 
with Joseph Nall and Co., Limited. He was 
closely followed by Mr. J. L. Rice (56 years’ 
service). 
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AIDS AND BRAINS 


Manchester’s reputation has been built 
on speedy and economical handling, 
good stowage and personal attention. 
With all the scientific and mechanical 
aids we have to help us, there is 

still no substitute for know-how, 

flair and initiative. 

We believe our strength lies in the 
brains we employ and in the mutual 
enjoyment of the work we do. 
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As a carboy my mission in life is 
to contain and carry a variety of 
chemicals. I must be kept clean. When I leave the 
Works I AM clean, and you will agree, I should 
be returned to my owners clean. But some cus- 
tomers use me as a carrier for all kinds of their 
own noxious fluids and send me back to the Works 
in a filthy condition. So filthy, sometimes, that it is 
necessary to break me up and then, replacements 
being costly, full credit cannot be given on the deposit 
which you have paid. Please ensure that I am used to 
contain, exclusively, my original contents as delivered to 
you and, when empty, ask my owners to collect me quickly. 
IN YOUR OWN INTEREST, RETURN 
EMPTIES COMPLETE WITH STOPPERS 


F. W. BERK & Co. Ltd. 
Stratford, London, E.15 


Telephone: MARyland 6644 
and at Swansea, Manchester, Liverpool. etc. 








FOUNDRIES: A170 


SPECIALIST PRODUCTS IN CY 


ABRASION-RESISTING ALLOY 
LOCO 
BRAKE 
BLOCK LIFE 


extended from 
3 months to 
24 years 


This is typical of the extra 

service being obtained trom 

our CY Alloy Brake Blocks— 

which although remarkably 

resistant to wear, have no 
adverse effect on loco tyres. This is one of our most 
popular applications. After exhaustive tests many of 
the best known fact of | ives fir CY 
brake blocks as standard 


FOLLSAIN-W YCLIFFE 
FOUNDRIES LTD. 
LUTTERWORTH + Near RUGBY 
Tel.: Lutterworth 10, 60 & 152 
Grams: “Wycliffe.” Lutterworth 
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Our 100 years presswork 
experience has enabled us 
to produce a clip with all 
the tenacity of the Bulldog. 





immediate delivery of all 
Standard sizes from stock. 


Sample and price list from Dept. MD 


HERBERT TERRY & SONS LTD., Spring Specialists, REDDITCH, WORCS 








16 


IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 


More Locomotives for Ghana 


UCCESSFUL operation of 14 diesel-electric 
locomotives supplied to Ghana in 1955 has 
led to a repeat order for 12 similar machines 

being placed by Ghana Railways with the English 
Electric Co., Limited. The locomotives are 750-h.p. 
Bo-Bo type for operation in shunting and light 
and in multiple unit on 
heavier main-line services. Weighing 53 tons in 
working order, they are powered by English 
Electric six-cylinder SKRT diesel engines. The 12 
now ordered will be built at the Darlington works 
of Robert Stephenson and Hawthorns, Limited, a 
the English Electric group. 


mixed-traffic services 


member company of 


B.R. Electrification Order 
sh Transport Commission has ordered 

Products, Limited, Market Har- 
182 lead-acid batteries—88 of 55 cells and 
lls—and the appropriate charging equip- 
batteries are for switchgear operation 


cir l 


sritis! 


ngstone 


uits for electrification 
lon Midland, Eastern 


rvisory control 
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South African Railways Orders 
South African Railways has ordered 332 all-metal 
with a total value of about {2,000,000, 
Commonwealth Engineering Company, 
to be built in the Union at a new works 
inder construction for Commonwealth 
ring at Nigel, in the Transvaal 


oacnes 
from 


Sydney 
Eenginee 


Smiths Autopilot for Noratlas 
After 2: hours of flight testing, the 
smiths SEP2 autopilot has been accepted as the 
tandard automatic pilot for the Nord Noratlas 
01 military transport and a substantial order has 
placed with Smiths Aircraft Instruments, 
d, for aircraft being built for the German Air 


by Flugzeugbau Nord G.m.b.H. 


rmvor T 
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Spanish Operator Buys Leylands 

lransportes Ochoa S.A., a large Madrid trans- 
port company, has placed an order worth over 
fgo,o0oo0 with Leyland Motors, Limited, for 26 
Super Hippo tractors. They will be equipped with 
160-b.h.p. O680 engines and 36-in. fifth-wheel 
ouplings for hauling van-bodied refrigerated semi- 
trailers for meat transport, 


Sweden Buys British Radar 
Decca radar is to be supplied for equipping the 
ir terminal at Stockholm and the airport at 
(,othenburg with up-to-date long-range air surveil- 
This substantial contract placed by 
Board of Civil Aviation has been 
gained. by Decca Radar, Limited, in open inter- 
mpetitive tender. This new British 
quipment has been developed specially to 
modern requirements for long-range radar 
civil air terminals and employs advanced 
ies hitherto ivailable in complex 
equipment 


ance facilities 
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U.S. Licence for British Technique 

by Standard Tele- 
a new technique for 
silicon has been em- 
lephones and 


Originally developed 
mmunication Laboratories 
iction of hyperpure 
‘d commercially by Standard Te 


the nr } 
th prod 


Cables, Limited, for some time, resulting in very 
high-grade metal rectifier products. The Inter- 
national Telephone and Telegraph Corporation, 
with whom S.T.C. is associated, has just signed 
a licence agreement with the Du Pont Company 
for the latter to manufacture and sell pure silicon 
in the U.S.A. and Canada using the new British 
production method, which enables the purest 
silicon yet discovered to be produced. 


Scottish Region Contracts 

The following contracts have been placed by the 
Scottish Region of British Railways: 

P. and W. Anderson (Glasgow), Limited, for new diesel repair 
ban and diesel fuelling facilities at Grangemouth motive power 

epot. 

The Clayton Crane and Hoist Co., Limited, Liverpool, for 
mine t-ton electric hoist blocks at Motherwell long rail welding 
installation. 

The Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co., Limited, London, for 
automatic train control, Edinburgh Waverley to Glasgow Queen 
Street 

Metropolitan-Vickers-GRS, Limited, London, for installation 
of electric colour-light signalling, Bowling to Helensburgh and 
Balloch, for Glasgow suburban electrification 


New Catering Vehicles for British Railways 

Orders have been placed by the British Transport 
Commission with three firms for 100 new catering 
vehicles as part of the railway modernisation pro- 
gramme. The vehicles include 38 restaurant-buffet, 
27 kitchen-buffet, 23 restaurant and 12 kitchen cars 
and will be introduced into service during next 
year. The orders have gone to Charles Roberts and 
Co., Limited, Wakefield, for 12 kitchen cars for use 
in the London Midland Region; Cravens, Limited, 
Shefheld, 9, for 27 kitchen-buffet cars for use in the 
Eastern and North Eastern (15) and London Mid- 
land regions (12); and the Birmingham Railway 
Carriage and Wagon Co., Limited, Smethwick, for 
19 unclassed restaurant cars for use in the Eastern 
and North Eastern (15) and Scottish regions (4), 
four first-class restaurant cars for use in the London 
Midland Region and 38 restaurant-buffet cars for 
use in the Eastern (2), London Midland (13), 
Scottish (6), Southern (g) and Western regions 
(3) 


ll _ 


TENDERS INVITED 


HE following items are extracted from the Board of Trade 
Special Register Service of Information. Inquiries should 
be addressed, quoting reference number where given, to the 

Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobalds 
Road, London, W.C./. 

July 4—Greece.—Institute of Social Insurance for 15 
AMBULANCES (one stretcher, two seats) with high ground clear- 
ance for occasional off-road use. Tenders to the Office of the 
Supply Department, Greek Government Social Insurance Head 
Office, 19, Ippokratus Str., Athens. (ESB/14247/ 58.) 

July 4—Union of South Africa.—South African Railways for 
one single-deck two-compartment bus (13 European, seven 
non-European) with separate doors Tenders, endorsed 

Tender No. 7209: Passenger Vehicle,”’ to the Chairman of 
the Tender Board, Box 7784, Johannesburg 
ESB / 14488 / 58.) 

July 7—Pakistan.—Depvartment of Supply and Development 
for 25 3ton (about 138in. wheelbase) LORRIES and 25 3ton 
about 156-in. wheelbase) LorRigs, al] petrol engined. Tenders 
to the Deputy Director-General of Supply and Development 
Chittagong. (ESB / 14762/ 58.) 

July 7—Sudan.—Sudan Railways for 26 35-ft. long waGon 
UNDERFRAMES Tenders to the Controller of Stores, Sudan 
Railways, Atbara ' 

July 8—Pakistan.—Ministry of Communications for 495,000 
broad-gauge (9 ft. by 10 in. by § in.) hardwood or semi- 
hardwood sleepers. Tenders to the sunt Director, Civil 
Engineering, Railway Division, Room No. 311, 2nd Floor, 
Pakistan Secretariat Building, Karachi. (ESB/13293/ 58.) 

Export Opportunity—Vietnam.—Cogema, 406 Rue Trinh 
Minh The, Saigon, wishes to obtain quotations from United 
Kingdom manufacturers of vertical diesel engines of between 
2-40 h_p. (ESB / 14883/ 58.) 


SHIPPING and SHIPBUILDING 
New Tyne Dry Dock 


LARGE dry dock is to be constructed by 
Vickers-Armstrongs (Shipbuilders), Limited, 
near its existing dry dock at the Palmers 

Hebburn shiprepairing works on the Tyne. The 
dimensions of the new dock will be 850 ft. by 
145 ft. at entrance by 35 ft. over sill and it will 
accommodate oil tankers of up to 80,000 dead- 
weight tons. Location, design and construction 
are arranged so that extensions can later be made 
lengthening the dock up to 1,000 ft., thus cater- 
ing for the projected still larger tankers up to 
120,000 deadweight tons. The new dock in its 
first stage is planned to be open and ready for 
use by 1961. It will be the largest on the east 
Britain ; 


side of 


Colombo Takeover Put Off 


TI.HE takeover of cargo handling operations in the 
port of Colombo from private hands, fixed for 
July 1, has been put off owing to the present 
emergency conditions in the country, it is officially 
announced. The revised date on which the Colombo 
Port Cargo Corporation will now assume control of 
port operations will be announced in due course 


Pametrada Report 


PE progress report for 1957 of the Pametrada 

research station at Wallsend states that the 
application of gas turbines to marine propulsion 
was considered and a technical committee was 
instructed to prepare a design of radial inward- 
flow reversible gas turbine, suitable for use with 
free-piston gasifiers, with a view to the design 
being manufactured and tested with the Pame- 
trada 3,500-s.h.p. gas-turbine plant. 


B.P. Launchings in Italy 


FRST of six ships ordered in 1955 and being 

built in Italy for B.P. Tanker Co., Limited, 
was to be launched by Lady Clarke, wife of the 
British Ambassador to Italy, on June 21. The 
35,000 deadweight-ton vessel, which is being built 
by Cantieri Riuniti dell’ Adriatico, at Trieste, will 
be named British Star. The tanker has an overall 
length of 683 ft. and a breadth of 86 ft. Her single 
screw, driven by steam turbines will give her a 
loaded service speed of 154 knots. The crew accom- 
modation is air-conditioned. 


American Banner Lines Ship 

ON June 18 the American Banner Lines ship the 

Atlantic, 18,100 tons, arrived in  Zeebrugge 
on her maiden voyage from New York with almost 
goo passengers. Her itinerary will be New York 
— Zeebrugge — Amsterdam. American Banner 
Lines is a new company, formed to mark the re- 
entry into the transatlantic passenger trade of 
Mr. Arnold Bernstein. He took the Atlantic over 
as a Mariner-class cargo ship and converted her 
to passenger work at a cost of some $14 million. 
She is not a big mS but there is an impression 
of spaciousness which belies her modest exterior. 
Her dining-room seats 500 and there are also a 
bar and café. 
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FUEL EFFICIENCY 
EXHIBITION 


At Olympia in the Autumn 


fase 1958 Industrial Fuel Efficiency Exhibition, 
which is being held at Olympia, London, 

from September 24 to October 3, is now in 
active preparation and practically all stand sites 
have been taken. Advance information from ex- 
hibitors indicates that there will be many items of 
improved plant and equipment on show, ranging 
through traditional solid-fuel appliances to gas, oil, 
electric and nuclear power plant, and the latest 
techniques in automatic control and instruments 
will be represented. An important series of tech 
nical conferences has been arranged by the 
Institute of Fuel, the programme of which is to be 
announced shortly. 

This is an exhibition which will interest most 
branches of industry and which should provide 
many pointers to greater productivity at lower 
cost. It is organised by Provincial Exhibitions, 
Limited, City Hall, Deansgate, Manchester, to 
whom inquiries for stand space or other details 
should be addressed without delay, and is sup- 
ported by the Atomic Energy Authority, British 
Iron and Steel Federation, Combustion Engineer 
ing Association and other national bodies. 


- * 
FINANCIAL RESULTS 





OTES on the trading results, dividends and financial provisions 
of companies associated with the transport industry are 
contained in this feature, together with details of share 

issues, acquisitions and company formations or reorganisations. 


Maidstone and District Motor Services 
For the year ended March 32; 1958, Maidstone and District 
Motor Services, Limited, earned a net profit of {114,102 
(£172,491), including, from September 30, 1957, the receipts 
and expenses of the Hastings Tramways Company, which was 
transferred to the Maidstone company at that date Traffic 
receipts and other revenue totalled £2,999,138 (£3,118,440) 


Ribble Motor Services 
Ribble Motor Services, Limited, shows a group net profit of 
£145,029 (£214,410) for the year ended March 31, 1958, wherein 
traffic receipts and other revenue were £5,022,660 (£5,160,780) 
The drop in revenue was principally due to the nine-day strike 
in July, 1957; increased fares were authorised from November 1 


last year. 
Rolls-Royce 

To meet problems posed by the changing pattern of the 
company’s business, its worldwide character and the increasing 
range of activities, Rolls-Royce, Limited, proposes to create 
local and/or divisional boards, managing or consulting com- 
mittees, or agencies in the United Kingdom or abroad, and a 
special resolytion to this effect, amending the articles of associa 
tion, will be put to an extraordinary general meeting follow 
ing the annual general meeting at Derby on July 15. (Results 
for 1957 appeared May 24.) 

ly 

K.L.M. Royal Dutch Airlines plans to inaugurate 
its twice-weekly Polar service from . Amsterdam 
to Tokyo and Biak on November 1, 1958. Oper- 
ated with DC7C aircraft, the new route will cut 
16 hr. from the present flight time to Tokyo via 
the Near and Middle East and 1,500 miles from 
present flight plans. Westbound, the twice-weekly 
service will definitely call at Anchorage Airport, 
Alaska, and from paper flights carried out at 
Schiphol Airport, it has been estimated that one 
other call will have to be made. Eastbound, owing 
to prevailing winds, only Anchorage— which has 
a better weather record than Europe—will be 
used. 





British Aluminium 


Embossed Sheet 
saves 


painting costs 








(Photograph by courtesy of Dennis Bros. Ltd.) 


This ambulance is one of a number constructed by Dennis Bros. Ltd. for Middlesex County Council. Initial and 


subsequent painting costs have been avoided by using Embossed aluminium exterior panels. 


Embossed aluminium has a pleasing appearance, and its patterned surface masks scratches which would show on flat panels. 
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